




Lima txJUi) Cu/ivJ

My M^w- Cw/I cvwO AVA/l,

\ vwO^U IvhmU nu '

L^AUAAA. -* tv VlvC^vCvU

X/Vt ^vwc^/\^am ^v^wCvj ^/^a.

^xxv' iJZ+M) $w*X*a<*m) v-v^Mn^ *-

iv^wwt Avvl-^ ; -» Wv,a
Vtm,U hl W

l*X*W

UA-wvtwXA WCwj Cw^vU
\\ A Vsjucoa sl&vua u-*a%*.

^yl-cvv^,
Qs\risJ<

*vi. CXu. \~i*tAJ*<



\ JL • *
w

Mr4 y^ \vtatvxi \cc<-ttxx£Ci
,
\\^oAm4

'*
‘ xM>3m j*wv \w<^V' .y

vc^i ^ VOicWki ^cc<*^tvi^Xi
,

VwtcttM
Ci 1^t» M,yCAvWM.

l

;b^y*JyJ$h UyW C^vawUv^ V3 U^tccUt

d-vv%\l . Y\v\nvCw |ua'j*>_ i-u-O ytr% VC^^Um) ee Uyu.*4*v

rlfrUfr* .
; V^»A vir*w\l AV-cm CcxX clt-wVL C 'W-A-vlvi UxxJLwi Vwv^ *

' **
! t>. Wr«t" UA (5a^t\w* C^V^, \Mr*"V 2xV>W"VvA kM ttu \*tvUu V3

^£U tv M"U>" 'pVsjM Kj <X CaXWXAvAvv H. Oavu -

W- v^JU^v-U ti -<M<^vr p Va^u^v«, yW -tuxc c&u*.

Ks^AjkkfJ* ^Ofc^oX W/aV-^^ 5. Cci^O" ini/w UV^-
‘\ v k ^/vV^v V<o vA^x^Tci r^,TA^ 5 crt..cm/;^ G»rvc <•*

ul rj. a^U^.v ^ wu u^ta. tk^liWU y £\v.ttW<V ^ WU WnU^4^,.
<T A * \ Ta « • \ \ /— ^ ^\ c. fa.

VArV^Vv VWu^ Vwl oX/iCtcl Wk ^TfVMvy

^ WtV
(
U,c^ W* *W /IC4^

,-V^vv—

V

^¥0^
!AL a A /irVl aT .

!
.

' i •
\* *

J V > * / ' ^

V

Li (^.<T «SlX * i

Kiwy ^
l

v\v a*

MmA ccvA^-c) ^^ ^rv— v^
WWw\ VAvAXA a

d( y iu_d ..*U^W-^ Xa_y^ y^v<) ^(.cvtij . Umkmu
'lA/^Luv ' (LLa.-2L$A'2~ (IX\LkXX,L '.Wj

v tjvV tTwvA \A~l'-vC< ^C-cct\cvt/ )
/wA^i*

t

t- v( nyy .' v>« -T 7!^ 1 V>
cT 7

O-^-' VA' W *v> V^,.yvvvV{ ct. tu
-* *. 'C' »••': / !* ! i ' I . A ^4 V # * f

tAU • !

; T^\J AcC^C^\y»
yvuct cj

Wi .f?

.

tcy

v̂ < .

f| tuvA\XcXu^ /

I* • A, . _>v : rV -L
‘

: V • . - .
-

aA tVr4vUe.U



s>

I ./vsJL- • VyJf .
* '

I^ t^AAvcU ^5 ^ ^ VvCA-^ ^y^v( Lt i

R<a *vy*^ vx|j ' iA*-vV /) Wia>a vjm/aAv^ \s^iK\^)^ ti

feAt*MjUv 'C~y~*^ • X^6 *^VVv^tKWvcV^CAxv.ua c^axv-^M V\kj

\a*J&A CcO /Vv^c^tv CV.A

J

$ V-(cAvX CUaO^. yv-1^ VajC<L(-w

Vx \-oJd oix\wJLx4>-^' €,<r\'=/^-'c'yv''^\'^w% V~ca^'.

VX'V'^VnaA va-x'-^'-

(yC’tcv* W^«-AV CVu

|!V\**.vAAAy . •_

:A\v\aa v- ir-
v(i- v<^/)

£vxv/\vCv

VwiXA//vJt* W '^>^UA

jyv\ VW* V\m<v
.

t\v4 C^ ect ;;\\xt^
w e^

:
w

i£p^A>

. V\csaw^^v • - 'f^'V

Bv^uAAaw
,
w^ A- ^

vWvjwvvJLVA Cc/vU) YvJ_AV£>- VI i/i-A-Jjt

I v , >

1 *\Ku>>
XjOCCaa ^^<aAAaA, vU^ ^-^Vvy* Lc

\Wcui \^^Ck^cL

j
AiAyVlkAvAA^ V2 C£4^>0 \MwL
|’C\> *V ^nvClx * Q£& tV : t tv ^ tXv
> -0i^ vy^y*^ -tv a.

:i^
er

\j
vV (^A^a^I^Ua.^ Vi\ajoi.^

tt^UAA - c\^i-vtx

C^yx- AwO** c*^

St^ <i
h coot- V

yAvyx'Lv ^ <vvn ^ v 'rV ^
- t f^n: m< >

(

VjVAvaXi
|^/j^ *Vt<u uWv

Cfc ^VJU/Vvic.U UyCU ^^Cjxv U U ;

;

• •• :

f ' .t >

c^cowv f-CAVI /lAiAi^

K^U(N Jvi rv, /
caa*a

•<C

1



V

Dr, Horace W, Allen (1858-1932)
Horace N. Allen was bom in Delaware, Ohio, April 23*1658, He graduated from

Ohio Wesleyan College In 1881 and from Miami (Ohio) Medical School in 1883, in
which year he was married to Prances Messenger,

They were appointed by the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church
in the U,S,A. for service in China, arriving there Oct 11,1883, He had moved from
one place to another when several prominent men in Shanghai urged him to go to Korea
and "grow up with the country", offering him letters of recommendation to men in
diplomatic and government service. He wrote to Joseph Hass of the Korean Customs
Service asking if the foreign residents needed a doctor. He then wrote the
Presbyterian Board asking permission to move to Korea, Permission was granted and
he arrived on Sept 20,1884 in Chemulpo (now Inchon), the first resident Protestant
missionary to enter Korea,

Missionaries were not welcome but doctors were. General Lucius Foote, the American
minister, wanted a doctor for his ailing wife and Allen became the legation doctor,
without pay. As word got around, other legations also made him their doctor.

At this time, there was a group of Korean young men who were disturbed by the
corruption in government and wanted to do something about it. They had studied in
Japan and had been impressed by what they saw there. The court was pro-Chinese
and conservative. These young men were impatient to bring about rapid changes.
The Japanese, interested in extending their influence in Korea, worked with them.
The plan was to assassinate the leading conservatives and secure control of the king.
The d|fate chosen was Dec 4,1884, when a banquet was planned for the opening of the
first Post Office, the banquet to be held in the Chang* Duk Palace, When the
banquet was at its height, there was a cry of "Fire" and as the guests hurried out,
they were caught and murdered.

The point at which all this political excitement touches our stefy is this.
Among the conservative leaders marked for death was Prince Min Yong-Ik, nephew of
the Queen, recently returned from an embassy to Washington, He was lying at the
point of death when Dr Allen was summoned in the middle of the night to attend him.
It required three months of constant medical care before he was out of danger. This
won the friendship of the king and queen and prepared the way for open missionary work.

General Foo^e resigned as U,S. minister, in January, and Gergge C. Foulk became
charge d'affaires at the legation. Most foreigners loft for safer places but the
Allens "decided to stay and trust all to God".

Allen was appointed personal physician to the king. However, there was a problem.
Dr Allen was a commoner and could not properly attend the king, so he was made a
nobleman, a "champan” of the 3rd Degree and so met the king and Crown Prince.

He decided to request permission for a hospital, a Mission-dominated project
with the Korean government as partner. The request was filed through the U.S.
legation and Foulk threw all his influence behind the proposal. Allen offered his
services without salary since, he Said, he was supported "by a benevolent society
in America" and called attention of his majesty to the fact that the same organisation
already had su©t( hosppltals in several Chinese cities. The
request was granted and the home of the late X. Hong Young-Sik, a victim of the banquet
incident, was commandeered for the purpose. Dr Allen says that the walls were still
spattered with blood from the assassination when they went in to put the place in
shape for a clinic. This first "hospital" was known as the Kwang-Hei-Won (House of
Extended Grace*) and is the direct ancestor of Severance Hospital. It was opened in
February I885. The work was continued here until 1887* when it was moved to Kurigae
under the new name Af the Chejungwon (Hou:,e of Universal Helpfulness),
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Be inf: court physidian proved a great help, for many flocked to the hospital

• when they heard that the missionary was "doctor to the king*. By word and example,

he could show that Christian missionaries were an asset and could influence the

entrance of others into the country. The first Methodist doctor, Scranton, and

the Presbyterian Heron both began their work on the staff of this hospital, as did

Miss Annie Ellers, who came as physician to the queen. Horace Underwood also

began his work on the hospital staff. Calls to the palace,^the king's physician,

usually came in the middle of the night, seldom for anything serious. For this,

he was rewarded with a higher rank of nobility.

The new hospital was an instant success. Twenty patients were treated the first

day. After the arrival of Dr Heron, in June, the two doctors cared fcr as many as

70 out-patients a day. There was a total of 10,000 patients in the first

twelve months.

In 1$87, the king decided to establish legations abroad, one for Washington

and one for Europe and chose Allen to guide the diplomats to Washington, under

the title of "Foreign Secretary of the Legation*.
1 For two years, he served as

agent for Korea, then returned to Korea as a missionary, in 1839, to open work

in Pusan, if that should prove feasible. It did not work out and he moved to

Chemulpo to open a dispensary. But the local population wa3 a very shifting one

and he moved back to Seoul. Dr Heron fell ill and Allen was once more in

charge of the hospital.

In August 1890, he resigned from the Mission and began his work with

the U.S, Embassy, serving seven years as legation secretary and eight as minister.

It was hard, to separate diplomatic work from missionary. For months, he ran

the Presbyterian hospital until the arrival of Dr. C.C. Vinton, when he dropped

out. The arrival of Dr.O.R.Avison,in 1893. solved the problem of the hospital.

These were complicated years in the history of Korea, with the country

involved with the Chino-Japanese and Russo-Japanese wars. The result was that

Japan took over the controls. Allen was dismissed from Washi fcton and the

embassy was reduced in status, in 1905* Dr Allen left Korea that summer. He

had been 17 years a diplomat and five years a missionary. He liked to recall

that he had been a missionary pioneer and that his efforts at the Korean court

had won "all sorts of special privileges and helped make Kore<ithe best field

for mission work ever known"/
,

He returned to the States and set up a medical practise in Toledo,Ohio.

He died there Dec 11,1932. The Lord had sent him to Korea, an unusual man

for an unusual time.

Allen D Clark



1960 THE KOREAN REPUBLIC

GOLD FOR
FORTY YEARS

SOME HESITATED THEN

Horace Allen
American Missionary & Diplomat

Korea— 1884—1905

Horace Allen, physician,
missionary, and diplomat, was
the first Protestant missionary
to come to Korea. That was
1884. By 1887, already a noble
of the Korean Court, he was
in the United States as fore-
ign secretary of the new
Korean Legation. Knowing of
the barely scratched mineral
resources, and particularly the
gold, he awakened interest
in Korea as an investment area.
Allen “spoke highly of the
Korean people, who he in-

sisted were superior to other
Orientals. He bombarded fin-
anciers with glowing accounts
of Korea’s wealth. This was
the ‘Treasure Land’, he sang,
a kingdom boasting gold and
silver, iron, coal and timber.
With pumps and engines, with
mercury and powder, ’

with
good implements and proper
supervision, foreigners could
get $750 a ton from Korean
gold ores.” But even then,

Americans made their investment policies as the wind blew
across the Pacific, for there followed a series of demon-
strations . . There was little violence, and excitement soon
died down; but Wall Street financiers who had heard of the
episode concluded that Korea must be a completely unen-
lightened land.”

OTHERS HAD FORESIGHT AND FAITH
In August 1890, Allen became Secretary of the American

Legation in Seoul. In 1897. he became American Minister,
and served for eight years. Through him. the Un San conces-
sion in Peng Yang, to become famous as the Oriental Consoli-
dated Mine, was obtained in July, 1895. It had taken five
years of work Made with James R. Morse, Morse believed
some adverse reports and sold the entire concession to Leigh
S.J. Hunt and J. Sloat Fassett for $30,000! That was in 1897.
“By 1903 there were 70 Occidentals working at the piines,
almost as many Japanese, nearly 700 Chinese, and more than
2000 natives. These employees were operating eight mines —
three cyanide plants, five mills, two hundred stamps — and
in 1903 they handled 200,000 tons of ore. This brought an
operating profit of $750,000 and resulted in the first dividend,
12%%."
COURAGE PAID OFF
No faint hearts, the investors received their reward. “In

four decades these mines yielded 9,000.000 tons of ore having
a gross assay value of $56,000,000 and bringing a net profit
of about $15,000,000.” Through the U S. War with Spain, the
Philippine Insurrection, the Russo-Japanese War. the Japa-
nese Occupation of Korea, World War I. and the Japanese
conquest of Manchuria, Oriental Consolidated kept on digging
gold, paying profits. Finally, in 1939, Oriental Cons' lasted
sold out to the Japanese, and secured a final $8,000,000!

(Note: Quotations are from “God, Mammon and the Japa-
nese

,
the story of Horace Allen, physician, missionary,

and diplomat. Dr. Fred H. Harrington, the author, made his
first visit to Korea this past week).
COURAGE AND FORESIGHT ALWAYS PAY OFF
With a record like that — five years of negotiation, two

years of survey and study, six years of development, and
thirty-six years of steady earnings, growth plus dividends, —
through wars and Occupation, starting when Korea was just
emerging from its vassalage to China, and was still the
Hermit Kingdom — who can doubt the future in the tremen-
dous mineral potential of the modern Korea, the most progres-
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Horace Allen, physician,

missionary, and diplomat, was
the first Protestant missionary

to come to Korea. That was
1884. By 1887, already a noble

of the Korean Court, he was
in the United States as fore-

ign secretary of the new
Korean Legation. Knowing of

the barely scratched mineral
resources, and particularly the

gold, he awakened interest

in Korea as an investment area.

Allen “spoke highly of the

Korean people, who he in-

sisted were superior to other
Orientals. He bombarded fin-

anciers with glowing accounts

of Korea’s wealth. This was
the ‘Treasure Land’, he sang,

a kingdom boasting gold and
silver, iron, coal and timber.

With pumps and engines, with
mercury and powder, with
good implements and proper
supervision, foreigners could
get $750 a ton from Korean
gold ores.” But even then,

Americans made their investment policies as the wind blew

across the Pacific, for “
. . there followed a series of demon-

strations . . There was little violence, and excitement soon

died down; but Wall Street financiers who had heard of the

episode concluded that Korea must be a completely unen-

lightened land.”

OTHERS HAD FORESIGHT AND FAITH

In August 1890. Allen became Secretary of the American

Legation in Seoul. In 1897. he became American Minister,

and served for eight years. Through him. the Un San conces-

sion in Peng Yang, to become famous as the Oriental Consoli-

dated Mine, was obtained in July. 1895. It had taken five

years of work Made with James R. Morse, Morse believed

some adverse reports and sold the entire concession to Leigh

S.J. Hunt and J. Sloat Fassett for $30,000! That was in 1897.

“By 1903 there were 70 Occidentals working at the mines,

almost as many Japanese, nearly 700 Chinese, and more than

2000 natives. These employees were operating eight mines —
three cyanide plants, five mills, two hundred stamps — and

in 1903 they handled 200,000 tons of ore. This brought an

operating profit of $750,000 and resulted in the first dividend,

12M>%.”
COURAGE PAID OFF

No faint hearts, the investors received their reward. “In

four decades these mines yielded 9,000,000 tons of ore having
a gross assay value of $56,000,000 and bringing a net profit

of about $15,000,000.” Through the U.S. War with Spain, the

Philippine Insurrection, the Russo-Japanese War, the Japa-

nese Occupation of Korea, World War I, and the Japanese
conquest of Manchuria. Oriental Consolidated kept on digging
gold, paying profits. Finally, in 1939, Oriental Cons^lMated
sold out to the Japanese, and secured a final $8,000,000!

(Note: Quotations are from “God, Mammon and the Japa-

nese", the story of Horace Allen, physician, missionary,

and diplomat. Dr. Fred H. Harrington, the author, made his

first visit to Korea this past week).

COURAGE AND FORESIGHT ALWAYS PAY OFF
With a record like that — five years of negotiation, two

years of survey and study, six years of development, and
thirty-six years of steady earnings, growth plus dividends, —
through wars and Occupation, starting when Korea was just

emerging from its vassalage to China, and was still the

Hermit Kingdom — who can doubt the future in the tremen-

dous mineral potential of the modern Korea, the most progres-

sive and most friendly nation of the Orient; the world’s most
compact treasure chest of mineral wealth! The economic
future of Korea, its welfare as a nation of prime importance
in the^Mutual Security Program, and the financial future

of many a far-sighted investor, are bound together in the

gold that lies in the Korean hills.

FORTY
SOME HESITATED THEN

Horace Allen
American Missionary & Diplomat

Korea— 1884—1905



HORACE NEWTON' ALLEN (1858-1932),

physician, diplomat and first res ident^miss ionary in

Korea, went first to China as a Presbyterian

missionary (1883) but transferred to Korea, arriving

September 20, 1884. Though mission activity was

prohibited by Korean law, Allen was permitted to

stay as physician to the American legation. In the

December emeute he saved the life of Prince Min Yong- Min Yong-ik

Ik, nephew of the queen, and was allowed to open a

hospital, the first legally permitted Christian

institution and first western medical center In

Korea. Shortly thereafter Dr. Allen was given

honorary noble rank as court physician. In 1886,

with fellow missionaries Heron and Underwood, he

started a medical school.

Allen's brief career as a missionary

pioneer in Korea (1884-1890) included two years

leave of absence as adviser at the Korean legation



M.

in Washington D . C . (1 887 - 1890) . Returning to Korea

he left, the mission and accepted appointment as

American legation secretary (1890-97) and full

American Minister (1897-1905), but always retaining

his missionary interests and sympathies.

It was as a diplomat that Allen made his

enduring mark on Korean history. He used his close

contacts with royalty to promote American business

interests with vigour and played a significant role

in the country's modernization. He contributed to

the introduction of Korea's first streetcars and

railroad, her first city water system, electrical

city lighting, and modem mines (the giant Oriental

Consolidated Mining Co. which prospered up to World

War II )

.

In international affairs, Allen was as fiercely

protective of Korean independence as of American

diplomatic and business interests. The triumph of

Japan in the Russo-Japanese War left him depressed

by Korean governmental weakness, angry at

Roosevelt's approval of a Japanese protectorate, and

unhappily convinced ot the inevitability of Japanese

rule. He was recalled to America in 1905 and

practiced medicine in Ohio.

Fibl iography : H.N. Allen, A Chronological Index



(Seoul: Methodist Publ . Co., 1901); F.H. Harrington,

Cod , Mammon and the Japanese : Dr . Horace N^. Allen . .
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(Madison, WI: U. of Wisconsin Press, 1961)

CHRISTIANITY IN KOREA. Christianity, though

proscribed in North Korea since the division of the

peninsula in 1945, has become the strongest and most

visible of all South Korea's religions, with a total

Christian community of about 10 million (25% of the

population) and more than 25,700 churches. Until

the 1890s the practice of Christianity was legally

forbidden throughout the nation, but Catholics

established a permanent presence beginning In 1784;

Protestants in 1883.

Earlier encounters had produced no results.

There is no verifiable evidence of Nestorians

reaching Korea from T'ang or Mongol China. The

first Christian on the peninsula was probably de

Cespedes, a Jesuit chaplain with invading Japanese

troops (1592). In the early 17th century writings

of another Jesuit, Matteo Ricci, filtered across the

Mongol— (Yuan)

Gregorio deCespedes
(extra word)



Yi Sung-hun
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border, but it was only when a Korean scholar, Yi

0(1
Seung-Hoon was converted in Peking and returned in

A

1784 to organize a group of worshipping Catholics

that Christianity took permanent root. The first

foreign missionary was a Chinese priest, James Chu
^chou^Wen-mu

sent to legitimize the church in 1789. He was

beheaded in 1801. When the first European priests

reached Korea, beginning with Pierre Maubant in

1835, other persecutions followed, notably in 1839

and 1846. Many were martyred. In the final

persecution (1866) over 2000 Catholics were killed.

Nevertheless when Korea began to open to the west in

1882 there were still perhaps 17,000 Korean

Catholics. A Catholic seminary was started in 1885,

Protestantism entered as early as 1832 with an

exploratory visit by Karl Gutzlaff, a German

pietist. Another attempt by a Welsh

Congregational ist, R.J. Thomas, in 1865 and 1866

ended with his martyrdom. As with the Catholics,

permanent Protestant work began with a Korean, Suh

(So So Sang-yun

Sang-Yoon. who was converted by Scottish

missionaries in Manchuria and returned to gather a

group of believers in his home village in 1883, a

whole year before the arrival of the first resident

Protestant missionary. This was Horace N. Allen,
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M.D., an American Presbyterian, in 10C4. The next

year two clergymen joined him, Horace G. Underwood,

Presbyterian , and Henry G. Appenzeller, Methodist.

Though public evangelism was forbidden, when

Allen's medical skill saved the life of a royal

prince he was granted permission to open a hospital

in 1885, the first legally permitted Christian

institution in Korea. Appenzeller organized the

first Christian Academy, Paichai, in 1886. An even

more dramatic breakthrough was the founding the next

year of Korea's first school for girls, Ewha

Academy. In 1887 Underwood organized the first

Protestant church. All this however was in the

capital, Seoul. Not until 1893 was the interior

outside the treaty ports penetrated for open

missionary residence by Samuel A. Moffett. There in

the northeast massive church growth began, reaching

a climax in the nationwide Korean Revival of

1907-08. Protestant membership leaped from a few

hundred in 1890 to 50,000 in 1905, and to more than

200,000 in 1909.

Japanese annexation (1910-1945) slowed but did

not stop the growth of Christianity. A series of

confrontations between Christians and the occupying

authori ties--the Conspiracy Trial (1912-13), the

Paejae (?)

Is Paichai
standard?

Ewha is standard



defense of the right to teach religion in Christian

schools (1915-1919), the 1919 Independence Movement

in which Christians played a leading role, and the

bitter controversy over imperial shrine worship

(1936-45)-- instead of diminishing Christian

influence, increased its recognition nationally as a

champion of Korean identity. At the same time

Korea's traditional religions, Confucianism and

Buddhism, were discredited by many as powerless in

national crises. The nation's ancient religious

base, Shamanism, though still pervasive, saw its

credibility eroded by Christian contributions to

Korea's modernization, especially in education and

medicine.

But it was largely the ability of Christians to

plant and organize their own institutions with

effective Korean leadership in the churches,

schools, hospitals and YMCA that kept Christianity

from collapse in this troubled period. Protestants,

especially Presbyterians, developed a successful

mission strategy (the Nevius Plan) which stressed

the autonomy of the church under self-governing,

self-supporting and self-propagating Korean

direction. In 1901 they founded the first



Protestant theological seminary, in Pyongyang. In

1907 the Presbyterian Church of Korea was given

independence from the missions. Methodists

followed suit in 1930, electing their first Korean

CffM, Clvt»'SawO

bishop, Ryang Ju-Sam^ Roman Catholics convened

their first National Synod in 1931 and consecrated

the first Korean Catholic bishop, Msgr. Paul Ro, in

194?.

At the outbreak of World War II it was roughly

estimated that there were perhaps 500,000 to 700,000

Protestant Christians and 150,000 Roman Catholics.

But during the war years^church membership fell

sharply.

Post-war recovery (1945- ) brought another

explosion of Christian expansion which was only

temporarily broken off at the outset by the trauma

of the division of the country, north and south, and

the Korea War (1950-53). Before the war almost

two-thirds of Korea's Christians had been in the

north but persecution soon wiped out organized

Christianity in the Democratic People's Republic.

Thousands fled south.

In South Korea Christianity has become the most

active, effective and perhaps largest organized

religious force in the republic. Government

Yang Chu-sam
though your
spelling i

standard



statistics report the size of the professing

Christian conmur.ity at about 25% of the 39 million

population (1981), or iU million. Church claims

are more modest: 7.7 million Protestants and 1.6

million Catholics. The remaining ioo
t
e*>

probably have no direct church connection or belong

to one of many fringe cults like the Unification

o
Church of Pev. Moon Sjfn-Myong. The growth has also

been marred by sharp denominational divisions. The

largest groupings are Presbyterian (over 4 million

in some 30 denominations), Roman Catholics (1.8 m.),

Methodists (885,000 in 4 denominations),

Pentecostal s (500,000 in 7) and the Korean

“MW
Fvar.ee 1 ical Church, or QMS (470,000 in 3).

However uncertain the numbers may be there is

no question of the strength and Influence of Korean

Christianity. It. has become a force In Korean

politics for democratic freedoms both within the

government and in opposition parties. The first two

presidents of the Republic were Christian, Syngman

Rhee (Methodist) and Yun Po-Sun (Presbyterian).

Christians are increasingly middle class and well

educated. Three of the five prestige universities

are Christian. Christianity has raised the status

of women, improved agricultural methods, introduced

Mun Son-myong; though
"Sun Myung Moon"

is standard usage in
the US. (recognizable)

OMS or "Holiness"?

Yun Po-Sun is standard;
tech. Yun Po-son



new standards ot care for the poor and the sick. Tt

is a significant presence in the arts and in the

army. And it is growing at four times the rate of

growth of the population as a whole.

Bibliography : Allen D. Clark, A History of the

Church in Korea (Seoul: CLS, 1971); Min Kyong-bae,

Han
1

gu k Minjok Kyohoe Hyongsong saron (History of

the formation of the Korean national church),

(Seoul: Yonsei , 1974); J. Chang-mun Kim and J. Jae-

sun Chung, Catholic Korea Yesterday and Today

(Seoul: Catholic Korea Publ . Co., 1964; statistics

mainly from Chongkyo tanpun hyonhwang (Seoul

:

Ministry of Culture and Information, 1983).

Samuel Hugh Moffett

Princeton, N.J.

Keb. 28, 1985
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Rcv A. W an. I Mr<. Marling, returning to the Gaboon
; Miss J. Andenon. return-

ing to Shantung, China
;
Mrs. T. F. Wallace, returning to Mexico; also nearly ap-

pointed, Mr and Mrs. John W. Herron, M. 1>
,
for C »rca

, and Mr and Mrs R .bert
pillman, M D

, fTiFl_anton, China, are reported in the June Presbyterian Record as
having recently sailed.
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MEDICAL WORK IN KOREA.

H. N. ALLEN, M. 6 .

The accompanying diagram gives a fair idea of the Korean Govern-
ment Hospital, under the care of the Presbyterian Mission. The hos-
pital was tilted up by the King in answer to a proposal kindly presented

by Lieutenant George C. Foulk, of the United States Navy, at present

United States Charge d'Affairs to Korea. Mr. Foulk has taken a lively

interest in the matter, and its prompt accomplishment is due largely to

his desire to see the Government take this tirst independent step in

advance. It has not been without opposition, however, that the scheme
was accomplished. Some of the most influential foreign oflicials

here regarded it alone in the light of a proselyting institution, and tried

to defeat it by such reports as that “no person would be treated unless
promising to believe in Christ'’ This, with the untimely arrival of a
number of missionaries of sister denominations just as the hospital was
to be opened, made the prospects look very doubtful indeed. But, at our
request, Korean officials were appointed to superintend the institution.

The Government was asked to name it, and our connection with it is

distinctly understood to be simply in furnishing the medical superin-
"

tendence.

This may seem rather tame to many at home
;
yet when you consider

the fact that for four hundred years a kind of dispensary has been in
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existence here, which has in various ways accumulated offices, so that

to-day there are one thousand persons removed from office by its abol-

ishment, to give place to this first modern institution, it may be consid-

ered quite ia triumph. It of course met with much opposition from the

•rmy of persons who held office in connection with the former institu-

tion. But the King was earnest in desiring a modern hospital, and it

had to be fitted up. \

The present hospital is called the Hay Min So. or “ House of Civilized

Virtue." The building was formerly the home of Hong Yong Sik, who
was murdered during the recent troubles. When we took the place only

the shell remained after the very complete looting it had undergone.

One room was covered with gore, supposed to be human blood. The
cost of fitting up has been between $600 and $ 1,000, which has all been

paid by the Government. There is an annual appropriation of $300 for

drugs, and the running expenses are borne by the Government, the

medicine and services being free to all who cannot pay. There is room
for about forty beds, and more can be added.

In the proposal a clause was inserted, stating that the physicians in

charge would receive their salaries from a benevolent society in America

which’supports similar institutions in China. This was unnecessary, as

1 receive more than a salary from attending the legations. It was

inserted that they might know just whom we were. Aside from this
the King knows that I am a missionary, and, in the tace of this, both
King and Queen have employed me to treat them for various troubles
and the King has several times urged me not to hesitate in asking foi

*

what I want
We do not. as missionaries, intend to do any aggressive work until we

have mastered the language, by which time, we hope, the medical work
will have so assured the people of our real interest in their well-being
that the present opposition will have passed away.
There are a number of Corean officials, among whom we have good

reason for numbering the King himself, who would like to see missionary
work being successfully carried on in the country, and, in view of the

present uncertain state of affairs, we are led to hope that the next social

trouble may remove the opposition and place the party in power which
is favorable to our work. Already one man has applied to have his

brother taught English and Christianity by our missionary, Mr. Under-
wood, and in the absence of any religion it seems that Christianity, once
started, must make rapid progress.
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES

OF AMERICA.

*

I

• ». 1 1 N 7/ M 0 K .

Seoul, Korea, May 31 , 19G1 1 90

Rev .Dr. F.F.E11 inwood,

Ifjfi, Fifth Avenue, New York City.

My dear Doctcr:-

I an having quite a tine over the affair

of vour mission, and I now send you, confidential ly^,

extracts firom my let ter 3, . to the Korean Government as

follows:- On the subject of the residence of Messrs

Sharrocks and tfhittemore at Sunchon; on the subject of

the treatment of Messrs Adam3 and Johnson at Taikoo,

and in regard to the matter of the sale of the Chong

Dong property.
,

I commend these to your careful perusal. I do not

think I would be censured for sending them to you,

under the circumstances, at the sane tine, pleaoe re-

menebr they are sent you confidentially, upon my own

responsibility, without first consulting the Govern-

I have not the time to write off the circumstances.

I an,

Your3 sincerely,

inent

.
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MEDICAL WORK IN KOREA.

H. N. ALI.EN, M. 6.

The accompanying diagram gives a fair idea of the Korean Govern-

ment Hospital, under the care of the Presbyterian Mission. The hos-

pital was tilted up by the King in answer to a proposal kindly presented

by Lieutenant George C. Foulk, of the United States Navy, at present

^
United States Charge d’Affairs to Korea. Mr. Foulk has taken a lively

interest in the matter, and its prompt accomplishment is due largely to

J ‘ his desire to see the Government take this first independent step in

advance. It has not been without oppositjon, however, that the scheme

7?* was accomplished. Some of the most influential foreign officials

here regarded it alone in the light of a proselyting institution, and tried

> to defeat it by such reports as that “ no person would be treated unless

promising to believe in Christ'’ This, with the untimely arrival of a

number of missionaries of sister denominations just as the hospital was

to be opened, made the prospects look very doubtful indeed. But, at our

request, Korean officials were appointed to superintend the institution.

The Government was asked to name it, and our connection with it is

distinctly understood to be simply in furnishing the medical superin-

tendence.

This may seem rather tame to many at home
;
yet when you consider

the fact that for four hundred years a kind of dispensary has been in

4
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existence here, which has in various ways accumulated offices, 60 that

to-day there are one thousand persons removed from office by its abol-

ishment, to give place to this first modern institution, it may be consid-

ered quite tp triumph. It of course met with much opposition from the

army of persons who held office in connection with the former institu-

tion. But the King was earnest in desiring a modern hospital, and it

had to be fitted up. v

The present hospital is called the Hay Min So. or “ House of Civilized

Virtue." The building was formerly the home of Hong Yong Si k, who
was murdered during the recent troubles. When we took the place only

the shell remained after the very complete looting it had undergone.

) n

One room was covered with gore, supposed to be human blood. The
> fitting up has been between $600 and $1,000. which has all been

paid by the Government. There is an annual appropriation of $300 for

«

•;

drugs, and the running expenses are borne by the Government, the
medicine and services being free to all who cannot pay. There is room
for al»out forty beds, and more can be added.

In the proposal a clause was inserted, stating that the physicians in

charge would receive their salaries from a benevolent society in America
which’supports similar institutions in China. This was unnecessary, as

I receive more than a salary from attending the legations. It was
inserted that they might know just whom we were. Aside from th'
the King knows that I am a missionary, and, in the tace of this bothKing and Queen have employed me to treat them for various troubles,
and the King has several times urged me not to hesitate in asking
what I want.

VVe do not, as missionaries, intend to do any aggressive work until we
have mastered the language, by which time, we hope, the medical work
will have so assured the people of our real interest in their well-being
that the present opposition will have passed away.
There are a number of Corea 11 officials, among whom we have good

reason for numbering the King, himself, who would like to see missionary
work being successfully carried on in the country, and, in view of the -

present uncertain state of affairs, we are led to hope that the next social

trouble may remove the opposition and place the party in power which
is favorable to our work. Already one man has applied to have his

brother taught English and Christianity by our missionary, Mr. Under-
wood, and in the absence of any religion it seems that Christianity, once
started, must make rapid progress.

W



erctl quite & triumph. It of course met with much opposition from the

army of persons who held office in connection with the former institu-

tion. But the King was earnest in desiring a modern hospital, and it

had to be fitted up. \

The present hospital is called the Hay Min So, or “ House of Civilized

Virtue." The building was formerly the home of Hong Yong Si k, who
\ras murdered during the recent troubles. When we took the place only

the shell remained after the very complete looting it had undergone.
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One room was covered with gore, supposed to be human blood. The
cost of fitting up has been between $600 and $i,ooo, which has all been

paid by the Government. There is an annual appropriation of $300 for

drugs, and the running expenses are borne by the Government, the

medicine and services being free to all who cannot pay. There is room
for about forty beds, and more can be added.

In the proposal a clause was inserted, stating thut the physicians in

charge would receive their salaries from a benevolent society in America
which^supports similar institutions in China. This was unnecessary, as

l receive more than a salary from attending the legations. It was

inserted that they mieht know
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had to be fitted up. V

The present hospital is called the Hay Min So, or “ House of Civilized

Virtue." The building was formerly the home of Hong Yong Sik, who
was murdered during the recent troubles. When we took the place only
the shell remained after the very complete looting it had undergone.

One room was covered with gore, supposed to be human blood. The
cost of fitting up has been between $600 and $1,000, which has all been
paid by the Government. There is an annual appropriation of $300 for
drugs, and the running expenses are borne by the Government, the
medicine and services being free to all who cannot pay. There is room
for about forty beds, and more can be added.

In the proposal a cluuse was



PRINCETON
THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY

Princeton, New Jersey
September 5, 1985

Dr. Horace G. Underwood
Yonsei University
Seoul , Korea

Dear Horace:

I am really delighted to be able to report to you that we have
round what you and Dr. Phil Hong and the medical alumni of the univer-

sity are looking for. Both Sam and I have been racking our brains and

searching our files over this - and yesterday we went into New York to

go through the Allen papers in the rare documents section of the New

York public library. There were fascinating accounts of the events

leading up to the establishment of the hospital among his papers there,

but no floor plan of it.

I have said to Sam several times, though, in the past week or

two that I knew I had seen such a detailed plan. He was beginning to

doubt me and 1 was beginning to doubt my own memory. But, fortunately,

just this morning, I was able to prove to him that I had, in fact, seen

it. During the past four years I have been making a comprehensive
chronological collection of articles and letters on Korea which were

published in early journals I found in our own Speer library. Sure

enough, when I went through the 1885 section of my own collection, there

it was! It is from an article written by Horace Allen called MEDICAL

WORK IN KOREA and submitted to a journal called "The Foreign

Missionary", Vol . XLIV - No. 2, July, 1885; pp. 74, 75 and 76.

I think you may be incorrect, however, in calling that first

hospital the Kwang-hye-won. Just tonight we checked George Paik's

history and it does refer to it by that name and gives the Chinese

characters to support it. But the footnote in his book refers to the

article by Allen above, which clearly says the name was "Hay Min So" -

House of Civilized Virtue . In the papers we went through yesterday in

New YorF, it was also clearly stated by Dr. Allen that the name the king

gave it was "Hay Min So". I'm not sure where "Kwang-hye-won" came from.

You can check that out - and I'll do some more checking, also. * L v' 5
v

We are so pleased and very grateful to President Ahn Se-Hee
for sending us the beautiful scroll -mounted copy of Dr. Heron's map of

Seoul which we gave to Yonsei when we left. It is like giving away your
cake and having it, too - if that's not an unforgi veable paraphrase. Of

course, as you know, the asterisk on that map marks the location of the

house formerly belonging to Hong Yong-Sik which was given by the king to

Dr. Allen to be used as the first hospital.

We are very much hoping that we can get both Horace and Nancy
and John and Jean down to Princeton while they are not too far away. We

could hardly believe it when you said that John and Jean are the only
missionaries left in Kwangju! Will the Dietricks and any others be

Samuel Hugh Moffett, Henry W Luce Professor of Ecumemcs and Mission, 609-685-1268

51 Alexander Street, Princeton, NJ 08540



returning after furlough? There are seme women in the Nassau Presby-

terian Church here in Princeton who would dearly love to have Nancy come

for a furlough visit. I hope it can be arranged. She writes wonderful

letters and they (and we all) appreciate them so much! I hope her leg

has nicely healed and was not painful or limiting during their travels

home.

Of course we are wondering what will result from the Mission

Design Committee's work. A number of us have flown, driven and walked

to various meetings over the past two years trying to put something

together which would influence their thinking. Sam and Tommy Brown have

worked very hard at this and the two of them presented the document to

the Design Committee at its hearings at the time of General Assembly

last June. But in recent releases from that committee on its progress

reports, we can see no evidence so far that they have paid much at-

tention to people with global missionary experience in our church. Oh,

well, the thing is not finalized yet, either. Keep working and praying.

One problem now is that everything the church does is defined as

"mission"

.

We sure would love to get back to the beach one of these

summers - and who knows, maybe we can. But it probably won't be next

summer, either, as we both have to teach Summer School here the last two

weeks of July and first week of August. And then before the end of

August we expect to move out of this seminary house and into one we

bought last April from Mrs. Homrighausen , widow of a former dean of the

seminary. We have rented it until we need it, ourselves.

We have heard from Gil and Peggy Brown in Washington D.C. of

Ben Weems' illness. I understand he is with his brother, Bill, in the

Washington area and will be undergoing medical treatment. He and the

whole family are surely in our prayers.

Dr. Park Chang-Whan, president of the seminary, very gracious-

ly invited both Sam and me to come back for the 85th Founders Day

activities next May and asked Sam to be the speaker. He considered it a

great honor to be invited and we would both dearly love to come. But

May is just impossible this next Spring. It is just at the time our

seminary school year is closing, with final lectures and then exams and

grading papers and all sorts of commitments in connection with Alumni

Day and Commencement activities. In addition, Sam is going to retire

from Princeton after this year and it will be even more important that

he be on hand for various occasions.

Well, I could go on endlessly talking to you and to Dorothy.

There are ever so many things to catch up on. Is there any chance you

two will be coming this way for a visit any time soon? We'll save a

room for you!

You may know that my nephew, Dave Hackett, and his wife,

Sandy, have been appointed co-pastors of Discipleship - or something

like that - at the Kirk of the Hills church in Tulsa where Bill and

Esther are members. They have written us glowing reports of the warm

welcome they have received from people in the church and are very happy



there. Their first child was born just last week, a little girl named

"Katelyn". (The emphasis is on the first syllable, "Kate")

Please give Mrs. George Paik our warm love when you see her.

We had such wonderful visits with her when she came for the granting of

the Distinguished Alumnus Award of the seminary to Dr. Paik and to Dr.

Han Kyung-Chik, Dr. Kim Chae-Joon, of the R.O.K. and Dr. Park

Hyong-Nong, of the Hap-Dong group. It meant ever so much to the

seminary that she made the' great effort to come all the way from Korea

for that important occasion. The seminary did great honor to itself in

honoring Dr. Paik and the others. Dr. Han was here, also.

We were on the same plane with Mrs. Paik from New York to

Indianapolis a few days later, to our delight. We were on our way to

the General Assembly and during those few days she and her son, Chuck,

and his wife and family invited us to dinner in their lovely home. We

saw a video tape of Dr. Paik's state funeral. We know how much she

misses him and how much Yonsei does and the whole country does!

I seem to be like Paul in some of his letters to his churches

where he says, "Finally, brethren" several times, as though he planned

to sign off and then goes on for several more chapters. Oh, well

Loving greetings from us both to you and Dorothy,
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Seouv,, Korea, July 0,1901

Re^.Br.P .r.Ellinvood,

IPO Fifth Avenue, New York City,

Hy do .r Doctor

I am glad to lioar you likod the Index.

As to the hospital matter mentioned in your letter

of 14ay 2.?, I t is hard for no to advise. I believe in

hospitals you know; still they are not so necessary

here as they' were before so many medical men came to

Seoul. The point rained however seems to tfe to be an

excellent one - that the spending of such an amount of

money may establish a bad precedent. The answer to this

in my mind would be, that the people take so little

general interest in the matter that I dont think they

would be affected adversely by it.

I am ooming to the opinion that hospitals arc not

necessary anymore for purely missionary work. I think

the lesson to be learned from the China troubles is

that women should not be allowed in the interior of

these heathen countries
, and that mission work should

be largely confined to the protected ports, where

primary and theologiaoal schools should be maintained

and large printing establishments carried on for the

dissemination of the ^Ospel^

"
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Frora the Re centred, native teachers could go to all

parts of the country and establish churches, to be

under the oversight of travelling nale missionaries

•

The Catholics seer, not to have suffered from the

absence of medical workers among them,

£t is true that the Methodists have largely given

up their nodical wo-^k in Seoul. This I think is due to

the difficulty they have liail with their medical men,

three of whom have died of consumption# I am not sure,

but I think they have spent much more money in Korea

S^thnr* you have, but they have only hundreds to show for

your thousands. Thertf methods should not influence you

greatly

.

. As a mere work of philanthropy, X think the medical

mission work should rank vary high; as a means of

spreading the gospel, J. do not think it is as important

as was supposed for a long tine. It is impossible to

avoid making some charge for suoh work, otherwise im-

postors will profit too greatly by it. Wien a charge

is made, howler small, the ignorant native considers

he has "purchased the goods" and conferred a favor.He

is not apt to be especially influenced toward Christ-

ianity thereby.

I doji not believe the building of an expensive

hospital in Seoul will injure your work in any way or

in any part of Korea, neither do I think it will

greatly increase your real work in it.* effectiveness

.

I belike it will do a greaJf deal of good.

v j u
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JC the Korean Government could only realize its own

duty in thin lino and i.C it would establish something

condition?: pertain, with the the whole country run and

exploited ??or Vue benefit of the palace. There are ro

'an ,r things that ara-.nore needed that there is little
“

. \

liklihood of thojjf demoting: serious attention to this

important siibj0ot.

.

resisted so long;, it would a na*e neen FetLieci long

'TITcKerlng: and promptly got out of the country, leaving;

no written agreements upon which to work. I have had

to take the natter up officially, much as I dislike to

land. I have officially advised the Foreign Office

fully in regard to the whole his tor?/ of the case, and

I ga,fe them till July 1 to make over a suitable site

paid and liave the matter dropped for ever. In order

that tliere might be no mi sunderstanding I asked His

Majesty yesterday to see Dr.Avison privately and hear

tlie whole natter from him. I do not know yet if lie will

do so. Meantime work is going on on the Chong Hong site.

of the kind and give it a permanent support, much good

wouoh result. They will never do it so lofcg as present

ago. He only consented to sell after two years of

ha^e tlie Legation dickering over the sale of private

I am,. Yours sincerely,
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SEOUL, KOREA.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA
November 23, 1904 Horace N. Allen

Dr. Arthur J. Brown
1 56 Fifth Avenue

New York City

Dear Dr. Brown,

I am sending to the State Department a report upon Severance Memorial Hospital, and

enclose a copy for yourself, together with a letter from Dr. Avison. You will see from this letter

that we are trying to get some assistance from the Korean Government towards the upkeep of the

institution. I suggested that Dr. Avison personally visit the Japanese, British and other ministers,

and Mr. [McLeavy] Brown, the Commissioner of Customs, and get their support in an attempt I

wish to make to secure a monthly appropriation from the Customs.

The Koreans are somewhat like children and soon tire of their playthings. They have had

hospitals now for some time and it is hard to work up enthusiasm for such things but I hope we
may succeed.

I congratulate you upon having such a creditable institution and two such capable men at

the head of it as Drs. Avison and Hirst, and that you have such liberal minded backers as Mr.

Severance, whose act would receive cordial acknowledgment from this Government were it

capable of appreciating such acts.

I am, with kindest regards

Yours sincerely,

Horace N. Allen

Thanks for your reply to my letter of August 30.

I enclose letter re Mr. Pieters.

[Severance Hospital report attached]

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 234, #130)



November, 1904 THE SEVERANCE HOSPITAL IN SEOUL, KOREA.

The complete plan will consist of:-

The Main building, 40 by 80 feet, consisting ofbasement and two stories. The basement

has high ceiling and is well finished and contains two waiting rooms for patients, a consultation

room with laboratory off it, a dispensing room, a store room, furnace room, coal room, kitchen

and laundry.

The first story contains Physicians office with electrical and special apparatus room off it,

medical ward for men, ward for women, two bathrooms, diet kitchen and nurses room.

The second story contains men’s surgical ward and operating room with adjunct rooms,

bath room, diet kitchen and nurses room.

The accommodation of the building is for 30 patients but 40 can be received in case of
need. The building is supplied with water system, hot and cold, with properly plumbed
bathrooms, washbasins and modem water-closet and every ward is ventilated by means of an

outlet with special flues and an inlet of fresh air which is warmed before admission. A hot water

system heats all parts of the building. The lighting is done by electricity obtained from the general

system of the Electric Company. All comers are rounded so as to make it easier to get rid of dust,

and all walls and ceilings are painted and washable.

An isolation building is now under way which will consist of basement and one story. It

will be about 25 by 40 feet exclusive of verandahs which will encircle three sides. It will have 3

wards of 2 beds, each with 2 nurses rooms and 2 bath rooms.

Accessory buildings consist of houses for servants and assistants, store houses, etc.

A Pasteur Institute has been begun and will soon be in running order. To this end a large

rabbit pen has been provided in which to breed rabbits for the production of the rabietic vims.

It is proposed to establish a tent or other suitable structure for the modem treatment of
tuberculosis. The equipment includes modem aseptic operating appliances and instruments,

formaldehyde fumigating apparatus for the wards, hot dry air apparatus for joint diseases,

compressed air, nebulizer for nose and throat work, electrical appliances, x-ray apparatus, etc., etc.

A laboratory equipped with microscopes, centrifugal apparatus for determination

of hemoglobin, haemocytometer apparatus for examination, bacteriological incubator, etc. enables

the work of diagnosis to be carried on in accordance with modem scientific methods.

Two physicians constituting the medical staff. Doctor O.R. Avison, who has been
connected with the institution since 1893, and Doctor J.W. Hirst, who has joined this staff this

year. At different times American trained nurses have been connected with the hospital but at

present the nursing is done entirely by Koreans directly superintended by the physicians. It is

intended to have the nursing department placed under the care of a competent trained nurse at an
early date when the training of native nurses will be a prominent feature of the work.
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All kinds of medical and surgical work are undertaken in the old buildings - the dispensary

cases numbered 7 to 10 thousand yearly and the number treated in the wards was about 250 per

year. The present prospects are that this number will be greatly increased under the new
conditions and the character of the work done will certainly be much better.

A prominent feature of the work is a small class of native students who are being used as

assistants and taught systematically the principles and practice ofmodem medicine. The teaching

is all done in the Korean language and textbooks are being prepared as rapidly as the varied duties

of the physician in charge will permit.

The cost of the complete plan will be about $20,000 U.S. gold, all of which was donated
by Mr. L.H. Severance of Cleveland, Ohio. The current expenses are met by a grant from the

Treasury of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. by receipts

from certain of the patients, by the professional fees received by the physicians for the treatment

of foreign patients and by the voluntary contributions of friends of the institution. As this is the

first year of work in the new buildings it is not yet known what the annual expenditure will be.

Patients of all nationalities are received into the wards but by far the greater proportion is

made up of Koreans of the middle and lower classes who are either too poor to pay anything or

can pay only a small part of the cost of their treatment so that the work is very largely a purely

benevolent one.

The hospital is directly under the care of the Mission of the Presbyterian Church in the

U.S.A., being one feature of their Mission work in Korea.

(from microfilm reel #281. Vol. 234, enclosed as a part of letter #130 from H.N. Allen)
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at the New York Public Library. The study was aimed at clarifying the relation-

ship between Dr. Allen and the Independence Club as expressed in Allen's personal

pape rs

.
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In 1896 Dr. Horace N . Allen was the leading American diplomatic figure

in Korea. Part of his period in office coincided with the reform movement of

I896-I898. This movement was led by the Independence Club which had received

much of its inspiration from a naturalized American citizen, Dr. Philip Jaisohn

(So Chae-p'il). Indeed, the Independence Club was sometimes described as the

"American Party ."
1

Thus, we would expect the entire reform rov ernent to have been

of considerable interest to Dr. Allen.

Hoping to determine Dr. Allen's personal reflections on the reformers and

his evaluation of the Independence Club, I conducted an exhaustive research

into his personal papers. Although the manuscripts in this collection have already

been studied and included in such works as Harrington's God ,
Mammon and the

Japanese , the previous studies have emphasized economic and diplomatic developments.

They contain very little mention of Dr. Allen's relationship to Dr. Jaisohn and

the Independence Club. I felt that thorough examination of the papers from

this angle might yield new and interesting information on the entire Allen-

Ja i sohn- I ndependence Club relationship. At the very least, I hoped to learn

Dr. Allen's personal feelings concerning the club, its programs and its members.

Presumably this man had very strong ties to the whole reform movement.

The results of my research were far from satisfying. Practically no mention

is made of the reform movement or its active supporters as such.

Instead, Dr. Allen's papers are full of references to economic problems.

Evidently, his main concern was to further American business interests. Most

of his attention seems to have been directed towards establishing a foothold

for American capitalists in Korea. He did not overlook the possibility of personal

. 2
gain.

As a result, much of his personal correspondence was directed to James R.

Morse, and later, to Leigh S. J. Hunt. Morse was the president of the American

Trading Company of New York and Yokohama. Hunt purchased the Morse Gold Mines
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and exploited them through his Oriental Consolidated Mining Company.

On the whole these deal with economic and business matters, such as the

securing of the concessions and the problems relating to their development and

administration. Some passages are devoted to political matters, but emphasize

only those aspects which might affect business interests: the frequent

reshuffling of the Korean Cabinet and the maneuvers of Japanese, Russian and

other foreign diplomats.

On the infrequent occasions when Allen does call attention to members of

the reform movement, it is as individuals, and only to note their reception or

loss of government positions. It was almost as if the reformers were an insignifi-

cant force that could safely be ignored. Months and months passed with almost

no mention of the reformers.

This is particularly puzzling since we know, from other sources, that Allen

and the Independents were frequently allied by similar views. Allen, Dr. Jaisohn

and the Independents all favored the Russian minister Waeber. They shared

dislike and distrust of his replacement, de Speyer. They opposed the Deer

Island coaling station scheme. They were united against de Speyer when he

attempted to have McLeavy Brown, the British adviser to the Korean government,

dismissed from his position.^ In fact, de Speyer, himself, connected Allen with

the Independents, noting that many of Allen's Korean friends were active members

of the club, that Dr. Jaisohn was an American citizen, and that many American

4
missionaries were partial to the Independents. Specifically, de Speyer singled

out Allen's close friend, Yi Wanyong, an early participant in Independence Club

activities, as the head of the "American Party" with its constant cries for

"Independence."^ The Russian minister refused to tolerate this party. He insisted

that Yi l/anyong and the other pro-Americans would not hold office while he was in

u 6
Korea

.

In the summer of 1 898 ,
when there was a sharp decline in Russian domination,

the United States became more influential in Korea. Weems attributes this to Allen's
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good standing with the Independents, in spite of some "tactical differences"

with Jaisohn.^ Yet, Allen never mentions the Independents or Jaisohn as a

factor in Korean politics.

Jaisohn, although technically not a member of the Independence Club, was

its most ardent supporter. As its advisor and as editor of The Independent , he

was a major force in the reform movement. He is also the only one about whom we

can find relative information in A1 1 en 1 s papers . And even these entries are far

from comprehensive. They include only some ambiguous references to the develop-

ment of their personal relationships.

In 1896 , when Jaisohn first arrived in Korea, Allen did have occasion to

mention him a number of times. Significantly, it is Jaisohn's advisory capacity

to the Korean government and his influences on concessions that receives Allen's

attent i ons

.

At that time Jaisohn seems to have been incurring Allen's animosity on

several issues. According to Harrington, Jaisohn attempted to exclude Morse

g
from the Chemu

1
po-Seoul Railroad contract.

In February 1896 ,
Allen wrote Morse that, provided the Japanese would agree

to let Americans have the railroad concession, he could get it approved by the

Korean cabinet. He planned to do this "without any Jaisohn business in it, that

9
boy is slippery I fear."

A month later, he mentioned that he thought Jaisohn, as adviser in the

Public Works Department, was behind Cho Pyong-sik's demand that the railroad

contract specify the return of the railroad to the Korean government after 15

years. Cho claimed that the Japanese had made this promise, but according to

Allen's information they had been considering a 30 year period. Allen reported

to Morse that he would tell Jaisohn he could get the contract without his help.

He then went on to say that the new Public Works Vice Minister, his friend, Yi

Cha-yun, would counter-act Jaisohn's influence.'
0
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Later, after the contract for the railroad had been signed, Allen suggested

that Morse give Yi Cha-yun $10,000 and some stock in the company, that he give

Yi V/an-yong $15,000 and some stock, and then he added that "...Jaisohn may be

a useful or troublesome cuss. Don't give him an interest that he can realize on,

but if you can use him in connection with mines and railroads, take him on at a

salary, say $8,000 per annum.

^

The very next day Allen sent the signed railroad contract to Morse via a

Russian cruiser, writing that "I have talked to Jaisohn today as I wrote last

night I would do. He knows that any favors he gets from you will be conditioned

on good behavior." He then went on to say that Jaisohn wasn't in good standing

1 2
with either Waeber or the cabinet.

It was not specifically mentioned that Jaisohn received anything from

Morse, but from this time until Jaisohn was about to leave Korea, Allen makes

no significant mention of him. On one occasion Allen did speak to Jaisohn about

the electric light project for the city of Seoul. He records the reply that it

"couldn't but pay in a city of this size."^

This early friction between Jaisohn and Allen was probably inevitable

considering their respective views on foreign capital entering Korea. Allen was

trying to bring in American capital while Jaisohn was in favor of a more

national

i

st i c solution to Korea's p rob 1 ems . This was expressed in his editorial

in The Independent of April 7, 1896 which called for 'Korea for the Koreans, clean

politics, the cementing of foreign friendships, the gradual though steady develop-

ment of Korean resources with Korean capital, as far as possible, under foreign

1A
tutelate, the speedy translation of foreign textbooks into Korean."

After this incident was closed, Allen treats Jaisohn as i f he had vanished.

His further entries pertain only to Jaisohn's departure from Korea in 1898. At

that time, he records that Foreign Minister Cho Pyong-sik called on him (Allen)

with news of the government's intention to dismiss Jaisohn. This was no surprise
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to Allen because the King had sent him word that the Russian interpreter 'had

brought him the draft of a dispatch made in the Russian legation for the foreign

office dismissing Dr. Jaisohn."

There followed a dialogue in which Cho called Jaisohn a traitor, said he

had come to Korea without being asked and had insulted the government. Allen

strongly defended Jaisohn on all the charges, explaining that he had publicly been

pardoned by the King, that he published his newspaper in the interest and at the

expense of the government, that he was highly regarded, etc* He then went on to

say that, if dismissed, Jaisohn must be paid to the end of his contract and

that he would receive American protection. If dismissed without the funds due

him, Allen said: "I will report it to my government and there are many ways in

which we can obtain satisfaction on a just claim, even if it becomes necessary

to attach government property."'^

Considered in the light of Allen's duty as American Minister, this stand

might not imply a significant change in attitude toward Jaisohn. But, a short

time later, Allen informed Hunt that Jaisohn might not leave Korea because of

the weakening of the Russian grip and probable changes in the government. He

said that: "In that case I think I can have him delegated to the mines ostensibly

to look after the Emperor's interests, and in that way he can draw his salary,

then if you will pay him $200 more per month he will be in good shape.

This attempt by Allen to help Jaisohn remain in the country, while futile,

would seem to indicate a change in attitude on the part of the former. However,

while it indicates a warming of their personal relationship, it still has little

direct bearing on Allen's attitude toward the Independence group.

Allen's correspondence implies differences with the Independents in only

one area: the importation of foreign capital into Korea. However, even this

hint is valid only to the degree that one may consider Jaisohn to be the legitimate

spokesman for the club at a time when the club itself was in its formative stages.
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From the examination of his private papers we might conclude that Allen

deliberately ignored the Independence club. This is probably not the case; more

l:kely there was just no great reason to mention it. Apparently in his relations

with the club, Allen never got into emotionally upsetting disputes. Thus he

was not prompted - as he was by de Speyer in 1897 (See footnote 15) - to keep

a purposely detailed record of its antagonisms.

Alternately, we might presume that Allen considered the Club itself to be

of little importance in the Korean political scene. His concern might have been

directed to the club-affiliated individuals who held government positions, but

not to the Club as an institution or body. This line of reasoning is supported

by the fact that the club itself was small but it served as the center of a

larger political group that was highly nebulous in nature.

However, the main reason for Allen's "neglect" of the Club may have been

the very nature of his personal papers. The press books are filled with letters

to Allen's overseas business friends and are concerned with business matters.

While some letters to his family contain a great deal of political information,

it is mainly about foreign intrigue and cabinet changes. The very fact that

Allen, the Independents and most people concerned with them were all in Seoul

would largely undermine the necessity to rely on written communications. Why

send a letter to Jaisohn when he could talk to him?

As for Allen's diaries, they were only sporadically maintained. There were

none between 1887 and 1897, and the next one was not until 1903. Evidently

Allen kept them only to record the most significant chains of events.

The miscellaneous papers covering the period under question are mostly non-

political in nature: invitations to various social events, letters of congratula-

tions, etc.

While the Allen papers still contain a great deal of valuable information,

there is not a great deal concerned with the A1 1 en- I ndependence Club relationship.
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FOt)TNOTES

1. This is a phrase used by the Russian minister de Speyer. See Allen
Diary No. 4 (1897-1899), October 15, 1897.

2. Fred Harvey Harrington, God, Mammon and the Japanese (Madison, Wisconsin,

1944), p. 147. The author discusses the economic aspects of Allen's
interests in Korea in Chapter 9.

3. Clarence N. Weems, "The Korean Reform and Independence Movement (1881-1889)"

(Ph.D. Diss., Columbia University, 1954), p. 386.

4. Allen Diary No. 4, February 24, 1898.

5. Ibid .. October 15, 1897-

6. Allen to Hunt, October 15, 1897.

7. Weems, p. 463.

8. Harrington, p. 170.

9. Allen to Morse, February 18, l 896 .

10. Allen to Morse, March 29, 1 896 •

1 1 . Ibid .

12. Allen to Morse, March 30, 1 896 .

13. Allen to Morse, May 1, 1 896 .

14. The Independent . April 7, 1 896 , p. I, col. 2.

15. Allen Diary No. 4, December 13, 1897. This is one of the few references

in the 1897-1899 diary not directly concerned with de Speyer. Allen

mentioned that he began keeping this diary in 1897 in order to record for

posterity the anti-American outbursts of the Russian Minister. After a

few months of sporadic entries he gave up this endeavor.

16. Allen to Hunt, January 31, 1 898 .
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Series H. No. 1, The Horace Allen Manuscript Collection 7

SUMMARY OF THE HORACE ALLEN MSS COLLECTION

IN ORDER OF THE BOX NUMBER

BOX I

Diary #1 :
(1883- 1887)

The trip to China from the United States as a medical missionary, (1883). From

China to Korea where missionaries were not allowed, but where Allen was received

as Medical Officer, first to the American legation, then to the Korean Govern-

ment, and later to ether legations, (1884). The diary concludes with Allen's

departure to Washington with twelve Koreans to set up the Korean legation "and

thus destroy China's long claim to suzerainty by fully asserting Korean

independence... I was the chief instrument in securing independence." (1887).

Diary #2: (1887)
An account of Allen's experience in taking an embassy of twelve Koreans to

Washington in 1887 and getting them established as a legation. The Koreans were

suspicious of Allen and they caused him a number of difficulties because of

their desire to yield to Chinese demands. Allen won them over. Several of the

emissaries later became very important officials of the Korean Government.

Diary #3: (1903)

The trip to America through Europe via the Trans-S i ber i an Railroad made prior

to the Russo-Japanese War (1903). In Paris Allen discussed the Russian situation

with Horace Porter, the American representative and talked similar problems over

with Henry White and Joseph Choate, the American representatives in London.

In Washington Allen had an interview with President Roosevelt and W.W. Rockhill:

"I tried to show them they woe all wrong in lending support and sympathy to

Japan as it was simply hastening the latter on to a declaration of war. But

the president showed most unmistakably that that was just what he wanted to see.

My contention was that we stood to gain vastly by Russia's pacification and

development of Manchuria, while we would surely suffer in case of a Japanese

victory which I predicted after travelling over the single track Siberian Rail-

road."
Diary #4: (1897-1899)

Russ ian-Ameri can diplomatic relations in Korea with many conversations quoted

between the Russian minister Speyer and Allen.

Press Copy Book #1

:

Economic and diplomatic rivalries of the powers in Korea, 1885, 1886, 1837 con-

sisting of notes taken by Allen during the period.

Press Copy Book #2:

Listings and reports of American holdings in Korea; gold mines, electric power,

railways, etc. ({1896). The establishment of the Korean legation in Washington

against the opposition of the Chinese Government which tried to prevent the

departure from Korea, (1887-1888). Allen's attempt to secure a $2 million loan

which paved the way for the American gold mining concession, (1889).

In this book are included two monographs of Allen's: Leprosy in China" and

"China - Not Necessity - the Mother of Invention."

BOX 2

Press Copy Book #3*.

Affairs of the Korean Legation in V/ashington when Allen was Secretary (1887).

Many letters of recommendation for Allen as American Minister to Korea. At this
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time he did not get the post but was appointed Secretary of the U.S. Legation

under Augustine Heard who was made Minister (1890).

There is much here regarding various mining privileges for American firms as

well as notations concerning Allen's pushing for all sorts of American concessions.

A list of Allen's collection of Korean pottery (now in the Smithsonian Institution),

is included.

Press Copy Book #4: (1895-1096)

American concessions and the events which followed the assassination of the

Queen of Korea of which Or. Allen was one of the first to be acquainted (1895).

Allen's testimony resulted in the Japanese Government trying its Minister to

Korea in court. (His guilt was admitted by the court, but he was not charged or

convicted). The King of Korea took refuge in the Russian legation and a Korean

cabinet was formed with those Koreans who had accompanied Allen to V/ashington.

During this period Russia and the United States shared the paramountcy in Korea.

Press Copy Book #5: ( 1896 )

Matters relating to American concessions obtained from the Korean government with

communications associated with the organizing of the first mines and railways

in Korea by Americans.

Press Copy Book #6: (1897-1901)

American commercial interests and the operation of the various concessions

together with much political discussion in the letters to his sons.

BOX 3

Press Copy Book #7: (1901-1904)

Correspondence with Lloyd Griscom, American Minister at Tokyo. A report of the

Battle of Chemulpo by General Henry T. Allen (no relation), Military Attache

to the U.S. legation. Remarks on the attempts by the American firm of Collbran

and Bostwick to monopolize Korean concessions.

Press Copy Book #8: (1904-1905)

The Russo-Japanese War.

Matters connected with Allen's recall as Minister to Korea.

Press Copy Book #9: (1906)

The lectures on the causes of the Russo-Japanese War before the Naval War

College. Newspaper men were excluded from the talks. A very long and detailed

presentation going into much Korean history as background material.

BOX 4

Contai ner #1

:

Photographs of persons and places in Korea. Aside from the many snapshots of

the very beautiful Korean countryside there are quite a number of photographs

of historical value. Two photographs show the foreign diplomats in Seoul, 1893

and 1905. There is also an excellent picture of D.W. Stevens, the American

Adviser to Korea whose appointment was urged by the Japanese, who was assassinated

by a Korean patriot in 1906.

Contai ner #2:

The National Hymn of Korea. This composition was written by the German band-

master of the Korean Palace orchestra and combines the musical styles of Korea

with those of the west. This is not the present day national anthem of Korea

which is to the tune of Auld Lang Syne.

Container #3:
Copies of concession documents pertaining to important American interests in

Korea including that of the waterworks (1900), electric plant (1904), and

mining developments of Collbran and Bostwick. There is also included the

"Abstract of Statistics for the years 1895-1904" published by the Korean Customs
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which gives a rather complete survey of the foreign trade of Korea during these
years

.

Container #4:

The Russo-Japanese War: (1) Confidential Report from Minister Griscom of Tokyo;

(2) Naval report of the oattle of Chemulpo; (3) Article reprinted from the Korea
Rev i ew , "Russo-Japanese War"; (4) Japanese official war reports.

Conta i ner #5

:

Letters received by Allen. Allen had a wide range of correspondents from Mark

Twain to a Swiss family living in Geneva.

BOX 5

Container #6:
Newspaper articles about Korea, about Allen or his friends, clipped by Allen from

various newspapers.
Conta i ner #7

:

Speeches delivered by Allen: (1) Eulogy to W.W.Rockhill which includes some

biographical material on the able State Department Sinologue; (2) an article

written by Allen on Korean music; (3) speeches made in America in behalf of

Korea, discussing the Russo-Japanese War, etc.

Container #8:
Passports of Allen and members of his family.

Container #9:
Invitations received by Allen from important people: (Korean court, the White

House, etc. )

.

Container #10:
Book reviews of Allen's Korea Tales , clipped from English language journals.

BOX 6

Conta i ner #11:
Congratulatory letters to Allan on the publication of his Korean Chronological

Index. This was a fine scholarly work which Allen printed at his own expense

and distributed privately.
Conta i ner #1 2:

Newspaper review of Allen's Things Korean (Revel 1 & Co., New York, 1908).

Conta i ner # 13:

Letters and telegrams of congratulation on Allen's promotion to the post of

Mini ster

.

Container #14:

Letters dealing with the recall of Horace Allen as the American Minister to

Korea. This envelope contains a long telegram from the Emperor of Korea to

President Roosevelt asking that Allen be retained in his post and also a petition

signed by all Americans resident in Korea asking the same of the President.

There are also copies and originals of letters sent to the President asking his

reconsideration of the diplomatic change in Korea.

Container #15

:

An inventory of the U.S. legation's effects (1905); receipts for V 10,000 of

Korean Emperor; and the cipher code of the State Department.

Container #16:
Correspondence dealing with the plan to help Korea in her troubles with Japan

1905-1906. The Korean Emperor had sent Allen $10,000 in order to hire a lawyer

to plead Korea's case to the United States government. Allen refused the money,

but tried to help the Koreans in many ways.



Container #17:
Monographs: (1) Report on the Health of Seoul, 1886. (2) 1st Annual
Report, Government Hospital, 1836. (3) "15 Years in the Korean Missions",
by

n
rs. Parsons. (4) "Notes on Korea" by A.W.D., 1884. Written before Korea

was formally opened to the West. (5) Korean Ginseng. (6) Memorial Address
bv Allen in honor of President McKinley. (7) Rules and Regulations of the General
Foreign Cemetery, Seoul, 1899. (8) List of Allen's pottery collection, now
housed at the Smithsonian Institution. (9) Account of Commodore Biddle's visit
to Japan in 1846, (this before Perry).

BOX 7

Container #18:
Newspaper accounts of Japan's taking over Korea, including issues of the Japan
Weekly Mail from June 7, 1905 to November 1907* The Weekly Mai 1 was published
at Yokohama and presented a faintly critical attitude towards Japan's imperial
drive.

Account Books I and I I

These books cover the purchases for the Legation aid for Allen's household during
his stay as Minister to Korea. They were kept by Allen's Chinese butler and
are of interest in that they give an idea of the manner and the cost of living
in Korea during this period.

Consular Court Regulations, Seoul
This 57 page pamphlet printed according to Congressional Act of March 31, 1892,
was written by Minister Augustine Heard and Secretary Allen assisted by Clarence
R. Greathouse, a San Francisco attorney and formerly U.S. Consul General at
Yokohama. At the time of the writing of this booklet, Greathouse was privately
employed as the legal adviser to the Korean government.

Index to State Department Despatches
A fully indexed list of despatches sent by Allen to the State Department from
November 4, 1902 (#523) until June 6, 1905 (#904) ,

giving the dates and the
subject matter of each. This same list gives a record of the Minister's
correspondence (mostly commericial matters) with the Korean Foreign Off ice.

"A Language Book of Korean" - an unpublished heavy manuscript of Korean phrases
with Romanized equivalents and their translations.

BOX 8

The Daily Independent
Three bound volumes of this Engl i sh-Korean language paper published in Seoul,

1896, 1897, 1898, by the American citizen of Korean birth, So Jai Pil (Philip
Jaisohn). The newspaper was of unusually high calibre and ceased publication
only because Jaisohn was forced to leave Korea at the insistence of the Japanese.

BOX 9

The Korean Repository
The five bound volumes of this monthly publication issued by the Tri-Lingual
Press of Seoul and edited by the Reverends H.G. Appenzeller and Ohlinger. The
history, art, literature, and general culture of Korea were the subjects of

articles in this periodical and today the magazrne is a mine of material relative

to Korean history. The magazine was published from 1892 to 1 898 with no issues

for the years 1893 and 1894.
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BOX 10

The Korea Review
This publication was begun as a successor to the Korean Repository in 1901 and

continued publication until 1906 when it was discontinued owing to Japanese

opposition and the departure of the editor, the Rev. Homer Hulbert, who went to

the United States in that year to raise a protest against the Japanese actions

in Korea. The subject matter is the same as that in the Repository.

BOX 1 1

Newspaper Trans 1 at irns

This box contains nine volumes of translated articles from the various Korean

daily newspapers and covers a period from October 1900 to 1906. The volumes

are organized by date and not by subject matter. (Book 6 contains material on

the Russo-Japanese War and the cabinet changes made during that time: March 21,

1904 - June 15, 1904)

.

BOX 12

(1) Volumes 7-9 of newspaper translations.

(2) Several issues of the Transactions of the Royal Asiatic Society, Korean

Branch. This organization was founded in 1900 and printed its first publication

in that year.

(3) "Yuan Shih Kai" a personalized account of the first president of the Chinese

Republic, whom Allen knew many years previous as China's resident Minister to

Korea. The article appeared in the North American Review .

(4) An Ancient Map of the World and Korea.

(5) A five volume history of Korea in Chinese.

(6) A natural history of Korea in Chinese.

(7) Korean poetry and drawings from the 17th and 1 8 t h centuries.

(8) Captain Basil Hall's "Account of a Voyage of Discovery to the West Coast

of Korea and the Great Loo-Choo Island", published in London, 1818.



MISSIONARY IN QUEEN'S PALANQUIN

f

I 14 c*

By a mysterious way, at last, the work of the Holy Spirit has

started for the mission to the hermit country of Korea which has been

called as Korea; the Morning Calm, today.

From China, Dr. Horace Newton Allen, M.D., has been sent to

Korea as an official physician to the foreign diplomatic community in

Seoul, Korea. At the same time, he was commissioned by the

American Northern Presbyterian, then, the Presbyterian Church(U.S.A.),

now as a missionary to Korea. Because of this arrangement of sending

mission staff for Korea Mission, the P.C.(U.S.A.) and the Presbyterian

Church of Korea recognize officially Sept. 20, 1884 is the date of

beginning of Korea Mission by the American Northern Presbyterian

Church in Korea.

Dr. Allen was bom on April 23rd 1858 in Delaware Ohio. He has

earned B.S. degree at the Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio in

1881. With his science degree, he finished M.D. course at the Miami

Medical College in 1883. With such fine qualification he was sent to

China and had been invited to Korea. As soon as he arrived Seoul, he

established his medical clinic immediately, and hired several Korean

young helpers at his clinic. As he was starting Korean young people

he did not forget to start to teach them about "the great love of God,

the salvation by the grace of Jesus, and the wonderful fellowship by

work of the Holy spirit. He was busy to conduct medical duties, and

mission task. When started to talk about God, there was no Korean

word for Christian God. For example they have words of "Hanul Nim"
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which means "the great sky" or "Haneol Nim" which means "the great

spirit." So, Dr. Allen, for the time being, he had to use "Hanul Nim"

until a particular word was created by the Korean Bible Translating

Committee under the leadership of Rev. Horace Underwood who has

arrived Korea few months later. "Mr. One" was created, newly.

Learning about the love of God, our Father, and the salvation by

the cross of Jesus was a brand new religious idea to Korean people,

and Dr. Allen had to spend much time to explain the words in John 3:

16. But these young people were so eager to learn and to believe in

the Word. Because at the time, many other Koreans were dissatisfied

with Shamans who are spirit medium, and Buddhism monks in general.

Then Dr. Allen felt that he has to have more study in law. Not

only for his position as the consul of the American Embassy in Seoul,

Korea but also to make diplomatic effort scholastically with the Korean

scholars respectfully. He returned to his old school of the Ohio

Wesleyan University and earned L.L.D., in 1911, and he continued to

increase his knowledge by earning a degree of L.L.D., at the University

of Vermont in 1923. Later, as the American Consulate General, his

scholastic friendship with scholars of Korean government, lead him to

gained Korean officials trust and respect in creating a new diplomatic

relationship between Korea and the U.S.A.

Only 94 days later from his arrival of Korea Sept. 20th 1884,

there was an attempt of coup between two groups of independent

Korea and a group of supporting Korea to be depended on Japan. It

was a political incidence but some Christian historians believe that the

Holy Spirit has started to work with top people in Korea for

Christianization movement among peoples.

About 1 a.m., Dec. 4th 1884, out side of Dr. Allen's compound was
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so noisy and a Korean military captain was commanding at the gate.

"Open the gate by the order of Queen Min!" And some solders were

banging the gate. "Dr. Allen is invited by the Queen Min, and no time

to lose," the captain yelled with a laund voice. Also, many dogs in

vicinities started to bark noisily.

Dr. Allen came out to the crowd in his ordinary cloths, and he

learned that the captain has been instructed to invite Dr. Allen into

Queen Min's palanquin. The captain led the way on horse, and they

reached Queen Min's palace very quickly. "I am very sorry to disturb

you at this early hour, but I need you, and I hope your God will guide

you to accomplish the most difficult task. I promise you either reward

you for saving my nephew or be headed if my nephew could not be

saved." Dr. Allen was taken to the room in which her Queen Min's

nephew, Mr. Yungik Min. After having examination, Dr. Allen closed

his eyes and started to pray, because he found that the prince could

not be saved with his little experiences of surgery on knife stabs, and

lack of tools and medicines for him to use during surgery. "Oh, God,

Father this ought to be your Providence for me to be faithful to your

call for the mission in Korea. He is in your hands and I am ready to

be used as your servant for a miracle of curing him by your almighty

power. I pray this in Jesus name. A-men."

Then Dr. Allen asked Prime Minister to take him to Queen Min.

"Your majesty, Queen Min, please, let me go back to my clinic to get

many tools, equipments and medicines. I need three horses and two

guardsmen to run as fast as I could, and come back. We have to

hurry. So, Queen ordered the Prime Minister to do the thing what Dr.

Allen needed. As soon as Dr. Allen reached his clinic he asked his

helpers to get ready to come along with him to assist his surgery of
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12 stabs by a big knife. They were scared very much but Dr. Allen

had conviction in God's powerful miracle, and encouraged them by his

confidence in Jesus and the powerful work of the Holy Spirit.

Queen was waiting for them anxiously, and Dr. Allen and his

faithful helpers have arrived Queen's Palace, and started to stitch every

stab, from 5 stitches to 20 stitches through the night. Dr. Allen went

into Queen's quoter, and reported to her.

"I have done my part, and I believe that my God will work on him

on the other part for complete cure with in 2 months.' Then Queen

Min asked "who is your God? Where is he? How could he cure my

nephew from so many stabs? But remember I have promised reward

or punishment for your effort." Dr. Allen instructed Prime Minister

things to be done for him, and he said I will return to him on the

third day. I know by the time he will start to drink thin soup or

warm rice gruel. And it will be the answer of my God for you, your

nephew, and for all of us who pray for him.

On the third day, Dr. Allen returned to Queen, and to Mr. Min, the

patient. He could sitting up and drink thick rice gruel. Dr. Allen said

"A-men, hallelujah!", quietly. He changed dressings and cleaned all

wounds over. He praised God for His powerful work through him on

Mr. Min. As he was returning to his clinic he was praying and

thinking of meeting with Queen about award she has promised him.

King Kojong, who was uncle to Mr. Yungik Min, already has been

happy to appointed Dr. Horace Newton Allen as the first and only

Royal Western Physician. And the King has granted permission to

practice western medicine as providing Dr. Allen a house of reasonable

size to establish the Wide-Grace' Kwang-heh Medical Clinic, which

was the first western medical clinic in Korea.
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as a consul of the American Embassy in Korea. And from 1897 to

1905, he has served as the Consulate General of the American

Embassy in Korea.

Dr. Horace Newton Allen has not only open the door for American

Northern Presbyterian Church for her mission but also he had dedicated

his 21 years of his youth for the maturity of the Presbyterian Church

of Korea for her growth, and contribution to the society, while he was

serving both for the pioneer mission of American Northern Presbyterian

Church, and for American government in diplomatic friendship between

two countries with his scholastic capabilities, in the love of God, our

Father.

- 5 -



THE PROPOSED HOSPITAL IN KOREA.

The following is the text of the Governmental order of Korea in regard
to the proposed hospital to be established at Governmental expense, and
placed under the charge of our own missionary, Dr. II. N. Allen. It was
sent to l.ieut. Folk, United States Charge d'Affairs :

[Translation.]

Your proposal was transmitted.

Having received your letter referring to establishing a hospital in Seoul, I give
herewith the reply, even from our Minister of Stale : “Say to the Charge d’Atlairs for

America that, having directed him to be consulted personally by the President of the
Foreign Oflice, a written reply was not heretofore deemed necessary."

As in other countries, the establishment of a hospital here should he our lirst work*
established and well conducted, it will be of great benefit to my people and their chil-

dren.

For the great thought, we extend our thanks to Dr. Allen. *

Having.,now large empty houses, one will be titled up fora hospital. In deciding
as to fittings and arrangements, Dr. Allen will be informed and consulted.

(Signed) Kim Yon Sik, President Foreign Office.

/u/
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Some of you have expressed a desire to have us set down
in writing some things connected with our lives* history for

your benefit, whenever you have time to look it over

.

Therefore today, I am beginning this very agreeable task.

Mother and I both very much appreciate the thoughtfulness of

our children, and we are glad to pass on to them this little
resume of the few years we have been permitted to live on
this earth, and if you find anything of stimulus in them, or

of pleasure, we shall be very happy.

Your mother, whose full maiden name was Frances Adel la

Pratt, was born on the 2*+th of September , 1855, at Ontario,
in the State of New York. Her father was a farmer, and her

mother was the daughter of a physician. They were
Presb y t er i ans of long standing, and of course, passed on
their own faith to their children.

When Mother was aoout two years of age, her father and

mother moved to the State of Illinois, to a place called
China. She is not quite sure whether China is a township, or

a village, for they lived there but four years. Then the
urgency of your Grandfather Pratt’s father for them to return
to New York, led them to move to the region of Webster, on
the Ridge Road, a little east of the village. There Father
Pratt went into the rursery business, and Mother grew up tn

her young womanhood, united with the Presbyterian Church, had

a partial education in the local schools, and then went to

the State Normal for further education.

Your father’s full name is William Sylvester Holt. The
first name is for his own grandfather, making him, I think,
the sixth William in the family. His father’s name was
Wilson, and he was a twin. He was the weaker of the twins,
and therefore the stronger one who seemed to have the best
chance of living, was named William,- but the name or some
other unforetold difficulty killed him while an infant, and
left Father to grow uo to manhood bearing the name of Wilson.
Really they ought to have changed his name to William when
his twin died, for it was the habit in the family to name the
eldest son William, a habit which you know Mother and I have
continued. Sylvester is the first name of my mother’s
father. I was born in Southern Illinois near the present
town of Tamaroa. Father and Mother went immediately to that
locality after their marriage on September 2nd, 18^7. They
had a relative living there, and it was through this relative
that they were induced to leave New York State and move to
Illinois. Father and Mother both taught school for a while.
I was born in the home of Uncle Nelson Holt, as we always
called him, at what was known then as Mount Hawkins. The

UV
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name must have been bastowed by the law of contraries* for it
was about as flat as any floor. The 24th of August, 1848,
was my natal day.

I ought to tell /ou a little more about your Grandfather
Holt. His father was a farmer who moved from New England in
the early part of the eighteenth century into Western New
York. He located on a piece of land of 160 acres, twelve
miles east of Rochester, and near the present village of
Webster, named, of course, for the great Webster. Father’s
father was one of the broad-minded, intelligent, educated New
England farmers, and ne gave his sons, four of whom lived to
grow to manhood, the best education possible at that time.
In those days,— young men, instead of hanging around saloons
and pool tables and race grounds, in his section of the
country organized lyc sums and debated political questions,
and prepared themselves to take an active part as American
citizens. Out of this, your Grandfather Holt was led to go
to Washington, in the days of Daniel Webster, and was a
reporter for the Springfield Republican, then one of the most
important papers ins the United States. This gave him an
opportunity to meet tie great men of his day and interested
him more in politics, and he always continued to the very
last day interested in the affairs of our nation, and one of
the best informed men in the community where he lived, and
often went on the platform to advocate the principles in
which he believed. His family was one of the first families
of total abstainers in that region, and your Grandfather Holt
not only practiced his principles, but advocated them at
every opportunity. His views and vote were always in the
interest of the great temperance reform that only began in
his day, and which now has come to such great proportions.

I would like to write more concerning your grandparents,
for your grandmothers on both sides of the house were among
the loveliest women o r their age and time, trained in
Christian homes, themselves of earnest Christian character
and glad to do their share in hastening on the Kingdom of
God. Grandmother Pratt, being the wife of a farmer

,

temperamentally was more reserved than your Grandmother Holt.
Grandmother Holt always lived in villages and small towns,
was always among the "'oremost women in the Church which she
attended, and was heartily interested in missionary
activities and all her life was one of the directors of the
Northwest Board of Missions with headquarters in Chicago.
Mother Pratt had the same interest but she never had the same
opportunities, but she graced her home with a sweet
disposition and a lovely Christian life that were a blessing
not only to her children, but to everyone who knew her.

Southern Illinois, in the day of my birth, was a very
malarial district. Grandfather Holt had two attacks of fever
ague, and that disgusted him with the whole country, and he
decided to leave and go further north where malaria could not
reach him. But while living down yonder your Grandmother
Holt said she had some interesting times with the natives,
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known as suckers. Tt- ey really were emigrants form the South
and Southwest, and brought with them the habits of that

It is to lc as a matter of fact that over some
dining room tables in that region, there was a string to
which was attached a piece of pork, and as meat was scarce,
it was the custom for the people to swallow that piece of
pork in turn, to gresse their throats, and then jerk it back
again, so it served many a good turn in giving a flavor of
salt meat if nothing else. Mother said, also, being a New
York woman, she always tried to keep her baby clean and
dressed in white. Ore day, she left that baby, who was your
father, in charge of some of the sucker women, and they
thought it would be fine to see how I looked dirty, so they
gave me a piece of fat pork, sat me down in the dirt, and I

did the rest. You can guess how happy my mother felt when
she came back, and saw her baby the color of the other
children, to the great satisfaction of the people.

The removal from Illinois to Central Wisconsin to the
village of Ripon was done by team. There were no railroads
anywhere in those days. The prairie schooner sailed across
the grassy billows of Illinois, and toiled wearily over its
miserable roads into whatever part of the Wisconsin
wilderness the family wanted to go. One of my mother's half
sisters had gone up tD Ripon, Wisconsin and, with her
husband, had made a home there, and were doing well in
business. Father joined them and lived in what was called
Ceresco, a part of Ripon. Not long after, Father was
attracted to the Indian land and moved up to Waupaca, Wis.

,

where he entered into business. He'built the first store in
that village, and he, with Messrs. W. C. and George Lord,
built the first saw-mill and the first grist-mill, and began
to promote the district. In the meantime, in Ceresco, the
second son was born,— tdward Palmer Holt, when I was about a
year and a half old, and so Father and Mother took the
children up into the wilds of Waupaca. The village
developed, more settlors came in, and it got to be a very
nice town. In this region were many beautiful lakes filled
with fish, while the Waupaca River ran through the village
and joined the Wolf River lower down, to go through the Lakes
into Lake Michigan and so help to swell that vast volume of
water contained in the inland seas of the northern part of
the United States. When we lived in Waupaca, Indians were
everywhere. They stole only one white child, and there were
only three in the vilLage. That child was recovered, but
they made a threat that they would have another one. That
kept our mother on the qui vive lest some Indian should get
us when we were out at play, but nothing of the kind was ever
tried, and so we passed on happily through our childhood.

When I was four /ears old, I began to attend school, and
continued until I was fifteen, when I took examinations at

r®Quest of my teacher , and against my own wi 11, and
succeeded in receiving a third-grade certificate. It brought
me unexpected trouble. That same summer, a girl friend of
ours who was teaching a little district school about five
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miles away, got married. The Chairman of the Board of
Directors knew your Grandfather Holt, and came to him to help
him get a teacher. he suggested me, as there was only a
month of school and on the very day I was fifteen I began to
teach school,- for ore month. My pay was $8.00 per month and
board, and I got my tcard boarding around, so many days for
each pupil in the school. It was a new experience, and the
only thing that led me to do it was the promise of a watch if
I would be willing to teach. One result of it was that I was
re-elected to that Scfre school for the winter, and my pay
raised to $11.00 a month for twenty-two days teaching to the
month, with board as above, being $.50 per day and board.
This finished my teaching for that next summer. Father and
Mother proposed that I should go to Ripon, where Mother’s
father and one sister and two half-sisters and one half-
brother were living, and take a year in what was called Ripon
College. Ripon College was founded by William Brockway, my
mother’s ha 1

f-br o ther . He gave the first money to start it,
and it bore his name, out upon breaking out of the Civil War,
the school was abandoned, the buildings were used for
barracks and the campos for tents for horses, which continued
until about ’62, when the school was reopened under the name
of Ripon College. I went there in the fall of ’6^t, when I

was sixteen years of age, just to spend the one year. Two of
my cousins and a girl friend of our family and I kept house
in some back rooms upstairs, near the college. It was pretty
crude housekeeping, aid much cruder living, I can assure you.
It must have cost us as much as a dollar a week for our food,
for we did all of our own work,— and it was my first
introduction to a sciool that was fitting young men for
college and then carrying them through college. It was
during this year that my eyes were opened to something larger
than anything I had ever before thought? I had dreamed of

'

being a merchant, as ny father was, and of selling goods, and
acquiring a competencv., but while I was in College , the
teach i ng of Father anj i Mother came back, and the influence of
God 1 y men and women in the Co 1 lege Ted me Co a per sonal
acceptance of Jesus Christ as my own Savior, and”changed the
whole course of my 1 j-‘e . Then I dec i dedT if Father and
Mo ther cou 1 d stand Ft T to go to College, and they were kind
enough to say that that was their hope when I first went
there, and they were glad to do all they could to help me.
In the meantime, during my boyhood, there came the great
financial crash of 18157. In that crash, Father lost
everything he had exci?pt his home, and the affluence in which
we had always lived, as he was a successful merchant, passed
away, and it was a different matter thereafter. Then the
coming of the war made things more serious. While our
locality was not specially affected except in the rise of
prices and the deterioration of money and the lack of money,
yet everyone felt it mare or less. I know we were put to all
kinds of extremities,— for coffee, for example. Mother made
coffee out of burnt bread, browned wheat and dandelion roots,
and anything that coulc be made to taste anything like
coffee. We did not suffer financially from the war, but we
were not in the circumstances we had been before, and —



retaining our home — we were comfortabl e

.

I completed the Preparatory Course in Ripon and enjoyedthe splendid tutelage of William Hayes Ward, who afterward
became the editor of the Independent, a noted man in
archaeo log ical research, and who passed away just this year.He was the greatest man with whom I was eve associated while
in college, a simple minded, eager, alert, nervous man. He
began the study of Hebrew when four years old,- he spoke
Latin,- he was a crank on botany,- and his mind was so alert
that he was busy all the time in pursuit of some branch of
study, and he came to greatness through his persistent
i ndustry

.

Dr. Merriman was the president of our College, a very
strong man intellectually and a great preacher . Dr. Merriman
was my professor of Greek, -a Congregational minister, a
graduate of Oberl in, and a man of high ideals, and eager as a
teacher. I began Latin and had some mathematics under Mrs.
Tracy. Mrs. Tracy was one of the best drill masters I ever
had. No slop work woild go with her. One day she said tn me
in her sharp, shrill voice -"Holt,- I don't see how you
translate so well when you know so little." The fact is I
had got a little smattering of Latin under Duncan MacGregor
in the little school in Waupaca, but it was a smattering, and
I was the only one who took Latin, -but I could remember very
well, and so when I came to translate, every word I had
learned from MacGrego-, I knew, and got hold of some of the
others, so as to make a decent recitation in translation.
But before I was through with Mrs. Tracy, I knew the Latin
Grammar through from end to end, and there was no more reason
to be troubled because I did not know anything in Latin.
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Western college, and knew nothing of the East from which my
parents had come, therefore I decided to go East to complete
my Seminary course. It was Mother’s influence that led me to
Auburn, for she had lived near Auburn, was familiar with it,
and indeed Father and Mother belonged to what was known as
the New School Branch of the Presbyterian Church and Auburn
was a New School Seminary,- so to Auburn I went. As you
know, I was not very tall, and at that time I wore no
whiskers of any kind and my hair was quite curly, and I was a
good deal of a boy. When I went before the Faculty to be
enrolled as a student, they said —"Have you been to College?"
"Yes, sir." "Have yoj a diploma?" "Yes, sir." "Will you
let us see it?" "Yes, sir" -for I had carried it with me and
when I showed it to tnem, we found signed to it as Secretary
of the Board of Direc:ors the name of Storrs Hall, who was
the brother of Dr. Edmin F. Hall in the Faculty of Auburn
Seminary, and that ensured me a hearty welcome. I entered
the middle class. There were some seventeen of us, and I was
among the youngest of the entire number. Only two other men
were as young as I. We had a good time in Auburn. Our
professors were eager

,
godly men, and they taught us

care ‘fu lly* and under Dr. Hall, the professor of Theology I

was more than ever grounded in the word of God as the only
source of revealed theology. Dr . Hal 1 was mor e eager to have
us know the word o f God than to know anything ,~he saidT" It
was a frequent remaTTT - "Young gent lemen,~~Tf you cannot find
in the word of God what I am teaching you, throw away what I

am teaching, and keep the word of God,- that is the only
authority" -and he use*d to like to quote this sentence- "to
the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no truth in them." No man
ever stood more firmly on the word of God than did Dr. Hall
and no student ever got away from him without having it

upon his attention that Christian theology as revealed
in the word of God is the only theology the Christian must
accept. He had no sympathy with Uni tar i ani sm , or
Universal ism, or any of the other "isms" that have disturbed
people, but was always loyal to the Divine Son of God and to
the Word of God as found in the Holy Scriptures. I shall
never escape from the influence of that great and good man
who passed to glory years and years ago.

In the meantime, 1 adopted the tithing system as the
basis for my benevolent contribution. It is a little
interesting story to me and I am going to take time to tell
it to you. One of my classmates of my own age was Martin D.
Knee 1 and . Kneeland ana I formed a very strong friendship.
We spent a great many hours together reading outside of the
regular course of study. We read largely in the History of
the Reformation; we read the whole of Froude’s History of
England; Daubigne’s History of the Reformation; Life and
Times of John Huss , ard such books as that, bearing on the
Reformation period. H reeland has been studying the question
of what portion of his money ought to be set aside definitely
for the Lord s work, ard he had reached the conclusion that
the tithe was the least that a Christian ought to give.
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Then, having decided for himself, he came to me, and under
his persuasion and my own study, I accepted the tithe as my
basis. When I decided on this course I did not have a dollar
of income nor the prosoect of any, but the very next Sunday I
was invited to preach and was paid $12.00 for it,- it cost me
three dollars to get to the place,- that left me $9.00 net,
and I took out of thab $9.00, $.90 and put it in a separate
compartment in my pocketbook. From that day to this, your
Mother and I have fol Lowed that plan, and there has rarely if
ever been a time when there has not been a little money in
the Lord's part of our pocketbook. I regard that as one of
the best things we ever did, and surely it has been fraught
with blessing in our own lives, and as you know, we have
tried to pass it on to you because we believe it is a wise
way in which to devote a definite portion of one's income.

I told you that my Father's early home was at Webster,
near Rochester . I went out there to spend my first
Christmas, my Grandfather Holt being still alive. The result
of my going there was my meeting with your mother. I was
invited to preach in Webster frequently and did so, and our
acquaintance continued until one happy day I suggested to
y°ur mo that I would like to^FTave her go with me to
China, and she agreed. I had a 1 ways “Heard fine things" about
your mother. Grandfather Holt admired her. He said,- "She
is one of those straichtforward girls that knows her own
mind, and is fearless in what she thinks is right" - but he
did not know anything about what was going on in my ] i ttle
brain. However, when she accepted, he was perfectly
satisfied about it, ard to tell the truth, so was I. Mother
went on with her Normal studies until we were ready to get
married. I graduated from the Seminary in May 1873 and on
the 26th day of that month in the Presbyterian Church in
Webster, our friends filling the Church and yard,- with four
of her girl friends fcr bridesmaids and four of my
acquaintances in Webster and her acquaintances also, for
groomsmen, we were married by Martin D. Kneeland, my
classmate above mentioned. A very few days thereafter,
having commissioned to China as Foreign Missionaries, we
started West. We stayed one day in Michigan to visit my
uncle, Burnham Holt, and his wife,— he being a Methodist
-minister . We went to Chicago to spend part of a day with my
cousins, John R. Mor ley and wife and Emmagene Paul. Then we
went to Minnesota, to Owatonna, where Father and Mother had
moved from Wisconsin and remained with them, with our
5 * s *'e^s, un til the 22nd day of August, when we started on our
long trip around half tie world. We went to Omaha and stayed
over Sunday. On Monday we took the train for San Francisco
and rolled across the continent for the first time in our
lives on part of our wedding trip at the rate of twenty miles
j EL .

hour , reaching San "-ancisco after dark Saturday night.
It was a long journey in those days, and we had to change
cars at Ogden, to get Dn to the Central Pacific, which
connected with the Union Pacific, and everybody had to
change, sleeping car passengers and all. We remained one
Sunday in San Francisco and met our missionaries to the
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Chinese, and then sai ed on the steamer Japan for China. Our
steamer was a very comfortable, large, sidewheel steamer,
with the old fashioned walking beam on the top deck. The
rooms were large, the beds were comfortable, the table was
fine, the skies were beautiful, the sea was ordinarily quiet
and we young folk, only recently married were happy on this
great ocean voyage. In those days, they said, after we
cleared the Faralone Islands, a little outside the Golden
Gate, the Captain would go to the Quarter-master and say -
"Steer due West and call me in thirty days." Nowhere on
that voyage of nearly five thousand miles to Japan was any
land to be seen, not was there any danger of meeting any
ship, so it was perfectly clear sailing across the great
ocean. In those days, they did not go near the Sandwich
Islands,- they rather took the northern route, taking what is
c

a

great circle sailing, which as you know, gives the
shortest distance between two points on the earth’s surface.
As we neared the Japan coast, we were caught in a typhoon,
and had the genuine experience of a gale at sea. Our ship,
being a side-wheeler, could not run in a heavy sea. The
careening of the ship would throw one paddle out while the
other would be too deeply submerged to work, so the Captain
laid to, and stayed that way until the gale abated when we
P ressec* on to Japan. I think neither of us will ever forget
our "first sight of Japian. Up from the very ocean, it seemed
to us, rose that mighty mountain which the Japanese call the
matchless mountain -Fujiyama. It is more than 13,000 feet
high and seemed to ha>'e very little of foot-hill
surroundings. Its top is covered with perpetual snow and it
presented a striking picture to us who had been at sea for
twenty-five days. We glided into the beautiful harbor at
Yokohama, went ashore and had a few hours among the shops,
selected a few unusual articles to send back home, and went
through the Inland Sea to Kobe, where we spent a Sabbath,- on
through the straits o1 Shimonesake, around the Cape into the
harbor of Nagasaki. After a day there, we started across the
Yellow Sea for our home, but we were not to see it yet. That
night, the storm came down upon us with the greatest fury we
had ever seen. Our steering gear was wrecked, thirty feet of
the upper deck was carried away by one mighty wave that came
aboard, and we lay in the trough helpless. Mother and I had
rooms on the upper dec P . A man came up and said, "You must
get out of here as socr as you can,- it is dangerous." So we
went below. By and by, they rigged a kind of sheet anchor
made of canvass to keep our head to the sea, and finally

"forty—eight hours the storm abated so that we were able
to back to Nagasaki arid refit. On the next trip, we sailed
smoothly across into the great River, then up the Hwang Poo
to Shanghai. I rememter well the impression produced by the
country around us. Everywhere those mounds that we afterward
learned were graves, and the impression of passing through
one vast cemetery as we went up the twelve miles to port. A
number of people were down to meet us, among them Dr.
McGowan, who had been a missionary and who was a physician.
I remember he escorted Mother to the wharf in a very
deferential and polite* way. We went to the East Gate to the
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Mission Press, to be tie guests of Mr John L. Mateer, theSuperintendent of the Press until it should be derided whatwas to be done with us. Immediately we began the study ofChinese, and because it was not yet decided where we were to
go, we were advised tD study Southern Mandarin. We got aChinese gentleman for our teacher for ten Mexican dollars amonth, and of course, he boarded himself. Under his
teaching we began the study of the Chinese language, the
hardest language I have ever tackled, but we were young, and
well and eager, and we know we had to know Chinese or we
could not do anything, so we studied gladly and happily on,
staying with our teacher six hours a day in the study, andthen out as occasion offered

.

said evidently she had
plasters for the whole 1

was another story. An
plasters, that coverec
upon her face and body

Not long after our arrival, Mr. and Mrs. Fitch who were
at the South Gate, asked us to go out with them to attend aCommunion Service at Kwun Shan a walled city some fifty milesfrom Shanghai. We went in boats. Mother and I had a Chinesehouse boat in which w«? slept and the Fitch’s had a foreign
boat that belonged to the Mission, and we had meals with
them. At Kwun Shan, Mother rode in a sedan chair to the top
of the hill from which the city gets its name,- it being toohard a climb for her 1:o take and Mrs. Fitch went with her.
We attended the Communion Service and then returned to
Shanghai and resumed our study, but two weeks after Mother
was suddenly taken with severe pains in the back. Mr. Mateer
called in Dr. Pinchon, a French physician whom he knew. He

lumbago and proceeded to give mustard
of the back, but the next day there
irritation followed the mustard

back. It also began to appear
.

. Then the doctor came to me andsaid,- "Mr. Holt, I mist tell you,- Mrs. Holt has the small-
pox and we must get somebody to look after her." He tried to
get a nurse from the Foman Catholic Hospital but they would
not let anyone come. The doctor himself was a Roman Catholic
and he thought they might do it for him, but he came backvery indignant, and he- hissed through his teeth- "It is a
fanaticism,- they will not send a nurse because you are
Protestants." But we succeeded in getting a Chinese nurse, awoman who had had small-pox and who could talk a little
•English, and she, with the kind attentions of the doctor, and
what care we were able to give in the house, nursed her
through. The disease grew more serious, and one day thedoctor said to me,- "Mr. Holt, the probability is that your
wife will die,- but I must tell you." She had the confluent
form, and it was very serious because of complications,- but
the_.good__Lord hea rd th e prayer s th at went up to Him day ^d"n^ht, and spared her precious life, and she.

.

got well. Thedoctor had told her that the disease she had would leavemarks if she scratched herself, and told her to be careful
not to do it, so she refrained from scratching her face andarms, and she said -"My feet itch terribly." He said,-
"Never mind about your feet, scratch them all you want to."After she was thoroughly convalescent, she was sitting in theroom one day. when the scabs of the sores were just beginning
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to loosen up and were exceedingly annoying,- not itching butannoying because of their looseness. There was no one there,and so she deliberately picked them all off her face. Every
place from which she removed a scab left a pit, and thepits,- which have pretty nearly now disappeared, -entirely
covered her face, as on her back, but where she had scratchedherself on her feet, there was not a mark left. On
Thanksgiving Day,- our first Thanksgiving in China,- I went
into the room and said - "Do you want something special forwhich to be thankful?" She said -"What?" I said- "You are
recovering from a very severe form of smallpox." And we were
all thankful. We did not let the folks at home know anything
about it. The distance was too great,- and when a letter
would reach them she mould either be dead or well, so we
waited until she was well and then told them she had had the
smallpox and was well again.

She did not recover from the effects of it in her
personal appearance for more than a year. Every time her
face was exposed to tie wind, it would turn purple and then
the purple would fade .away in a darker sort of red, and this
redness and purplenesa lasted a long time, while other marks

the disease have never fully disappeared.

We went on with our study in Shanghai until the next
June, when the doctor said - "You want to take your wife
North for the summer. ' We went to Chefoo , and were the
guests of Rev. John L. Nevins, D. D. Dr. Nevins was my ideal
of a missionary, a mai of strong character, of thorough
education, of genuine unostentatious piety, and as genial a
man as I ever knew. Our acquaintance with him was
exceedingly pleasant, as with this wife, Mrs. Nevins, who was
an invalid. Dr. Nevins had some property and had built a
beautiful home in Chei oo , with an abundance of rooms,
expressly for the purpose of entertaining missionaries in the
summer. It was a delightful place for us to stay, and
under the effect of the climate, Mother grew strong and
vigorous again. Then we took a little trip to Tengchow Foo,
about sixty miles up "he coast from Chefoo. There was only
one way to get there and that was in what is called a kiaou.
As you know, a kiaou s nothing but a large sedan chair hung
.on the backs of mules, instead of on the shoulders of men.
None of you have ever ridden in one, as we have never been in
that region since any cf you were born. It is probably the
most uncomfor table vehicle on earth. One mule is in front
and another mule is behind and each is independent of the
other. The roads are not roads but devious paths, and the
mule follows the path so that often the front mule and the
back mule are practically at right angles to each other. The
movement is a bac k -anc -for war d-and-s i dew i se movement, all at
the same time. You can imaging how comfortable it is. One
of the missionaries used to say that the only really
comfortable way in which to ride in a kiaou was to place amattress on the bottorr to sit on, a mattress behind on which
you could be thrown in the jerks of the machine, a mattress
over your heads to save being thrown through the top, a
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mattress in front on wtich to fall when jerked forward, andhaving made all this careful preparation,- get out and walk,
and you will be comfortable. But we made the trip all right,
stopping over night at a place called Wushilee Poo. Those
words mean fifty-mile village, a mile being the Chinese mile
equal to about one-third of our mile. There we stopped at an
Inn, the name of it was an inn, but it was not like any inn
we ever saw in our lives. I think it must have been like the
Inn where there was no room for our Lord to be born when
Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem. There were buildings
about a court. The court was made for animals and vehicles
to stand,- the buildings about were the bed-rooms. There was
no dining room for they did not furnish meals - it was on the
European plan - and there was no restaurant. The beds were
made of brick, and there was no bedding furnished, nor any
mattress. If you did not have them of your own, you took the
consequences. We spread a blanket on the brick bed and as it
was summer, we needed none over us. We did not undress,
merely removed outer garments and lay down on the soft side
of the brick for our first night in a Chinese inn. The
donkeys brayed in the yard, the dogs barked on the outside,
and the fleas were busy with the mosquitoes inside, and the
sleeping we did was of no account to anybody. We sat up
°r laid down until about four o'clock in the morning, when we
stirred up our driver to get out our carriage, for the last
fifty Chinese miles. These we made up before dinner, when we
reached the city, and were taken in by Dr. and Mrs. Mateer,
now of blessed memory We also visited a little while with
C. R. Mills and family, he being a widower with three husky
boys and one fine little girl. The Mateers lived inside the
city, and the Mills' lived outside. The streets of the city
were paved with mi 1 1 -stones , worn out somewhere with grinding
grain, and then used io pave the streets.

The Mateers were then in the beginnings of a school
which has resulted on our fine college, now removed to
another great city, arid out of which are coming steadily some
of the best men in the whole country of China. They are
making an impression upon the entire nation and the merits of
that school, started fcy the Mateers in their own dwelling,
has come to be one of the forces for the renovation of the
.whole Chinese race. The teachers are sought for all over the
country because of their splendid training and their
ability. The founders of the school have long since died,
but they have left an influence which will not cease as long
as the world stands.

returned to Chefoo , and on the way I was taken ill
with the first attack of a trouble that recurred nearly every
year I stayed in China. We could get nobody to do anything
for me until we reached Chefoo when Dr. Nevins came to the
kiaou, took me in his arms and carried me upstairs, laid me
in bed and sent for the doctor. Under that doctor's
treatment I had my first experience of ipecac,- deliver me
from any more! It was regarded as a specific for the
disease, and whether by it or in spite of it, I got well in a
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very few days. We had a pleasant stay in Chefoo, which is
right on the ocean ard the view from the veranda was on the
ocean. There were cooling breezes, and the summer was very
del ightful

.

We went back to Shanghai the first of September, and
then removed to the city of Soochow which was to be our home
as far as we knew.

Dr. Fitch and I took our wives and their baby boy Robert
just born the year before, in boats,- up to the city inside
of the East Gate, and we camped in the canal while getting
the house ready. We found a small two-story Chinese house
with five rooms upstairs that were tenable. When we took
this house, it had neither doors nor windows, nor ceilings,
nor chimneys. All things had to be provided. When I say
ceilings, of course >ou know I do not mean there was no roof,
for there was a tile roof, as all Chinese houses have there,
but there was no direct ceiling to the room which opened to
the roof. We secured a Chinese boss carpenter, whom we paid
twenty-five Mexican cents a day, and he boarded himself,- and
he and three or four workmen whom he paid 20 cents a day,-
and they put in the ceilings, and windows and doors and some
very rude chimneys, and the house was ready for occupancy.
As the Fitch’s had a baby, they had three rooms, and Mother
and I had two, and we had a common dining room. Even then,
they were no outside rooms, for the Chinese in those days,
built their houses around courts, so that the women could
never see outdoors. Our house was built on the same plan.
The rooms downstairs were not suitable for us to live in for
they had brick floors and were always damp, and we were not
willing to take the risk. Our Chinese cook and Mrs Fitch’s
nurse for her baby, and our Chinese teachers lived
downstairs,— they were used to it,— and we occupied the
upstairs rooms. Mother and Mrs. Fitch took turns keeping
house and in that way we lived along very delightfully during
that year

.

The next summer , as our house was not tenable in summer
owing to the excessive heat and dampness, we went to
Shanghai, where I was taken ill with gastritis. The doctor
said, when I began to get better, that I ought to go North,
so we went to Chefoo. In the fall of ’ 75 , we went back to
Soochow, and remained there until September. About that
time. Mother had a letter saying that there was somebody
coming to our home to stay with us, and that she would need
more care than she would get in Soochow. Accordingly, we

^ent to^angchowT^ to the house of Rev. and Mrs. D. N. Lyon,

^ as the Lyons had invited us to go to them. We went in a
^ houseboat down the Grand Canal about 150 miles, into the

city, and to the home that was open to us. There, on the
22nd day of December^^our oldest son, William Wilson Prat t
Holt was bor n, on the second floor oT the Lyons house. We
enjoyed the hospitality of the Lyons until in the month of
January the Mission met in Hangchow, and all the members of
that Central China Mission, as it was then called, gathered
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for the work to be done. Mr. and Mrs. Fitch and their boy,then nearly three years old, came down from Soochow. MrLeaman was there from Nanking and others from otherdistricts It was decided, as Mother was well and Will wasstrong and hearty, that we should all go back at the sametime. Just about the Chinese New Year, we started home, with
h k m

5
r~

houseboat that belonged to the Mission inwhich Mrs. Fitch and ler baby and Mother and her baby rode,the other a Chinese houseboat for the other members of theparty and one Ningpo scat, a cargo boat, in which the rest ofus men slept. We had our meals on the houseboat and spentmost of the time then a through the day. The very night thatwe started out, it turned cold. The Grand Canal froze over.Our boat men left us, and there we were with two women andbabies, in the middle of the coldest weather they ever havein that part of China, in boats, more than a hundred milesfrom home. We men to ox up the work of getting the boatsthrough. We took turns in tracking, which means pulling theboat along-shore while the others would drag the ice from theforward deck. We kep : on until Saturday night. We decidedthat we would not tra/el on the Sabbath, no matter how coldit was or how bad off we were, but would stand by ourprinciples,- and I do not hesitate to say that we knew theChinese would travel on Sunday and we had a kind of notionthat they would go on and break the ice and leave a clearpath for us on Monday. We counted the boats Saturday night;there were 137 of them, ours being the first one in thatentire procession, so the Chinese had shrewdly takenadvantage of the road we opened through the ice and hadfollowed in our wake. We rested all night, and on Sundaymorning , as we expected, away went the Chinese around us andon ahead, breaking the path as they went. All but four weresmaller boats than ours, and after they got a little way,they came to an open canal in which they went and went onaround and came out above the ice-pack, and left our four biboats in the ice. On Monday, we started out and by night, wtoo, were through the ice-pack and into open water. We spentone solid week in that 150 miles of travel, with those two'babies and their mothers, and not a cold or mishap of anykind attended the entire party. One morning we men who were
k u u,

lng 10 tHe ^ 1 ngpo cargo boat awoke to find that the snow•had blown in, and was wreathed around our heads like acomforter, but none of us experienced any sickness from thetrip. We reached home,- glad to be there - to find thatW h
^
d been g° n{ -’ 1 was the Treasurer of the Missionand the safe was in om basement with considerable money init,- the Chinese had entered the house and had cut throughthe outer casing of the safe, which was a fire-proof safe,

Tk
C“ t * lng

w
lnt° concrete and fire-clay, they decided thatthey had made a blunder and stopped, while four inches underwhere they opened, was several hundred dollars of Missionmoney. Of course, we never knew who did it; nobody aroundknew anything about it,- as they never do.

Chi
continued in Eoochow, Mother visiting among theChinese women, and encaging in school work, along with Mrs.

CP
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Fitch, while Mr. Fitch and I ran the daily Chapel out on the
busy street, and held Sunday services in our own house.

By and by, the Fitch’s were transferred to Shanghai, to
the South Gate School and Mr. and Mrs. Whiting came to
Soochow and occupied tie Fitch house, which they had secured
in the meantime, wh i 1 ? we stayed in the smaller house where
we had lived together.

We had a good many interesting experiences, of which I

will mention but one. Outside our gate, was a camp of
soldiers, boisterous fellows, not natives of the place,- but
generally well meaning. One day a man came up from the camp,
sent by his officers, to say that one of the soldiers had
taken opium to commit suicide and wanting to know if we could
do anything for him. I quickly sent a messenger to Mr.
Whitney, who had a stomach pump and some ipecac, and he and I

went down to the camp. Whitney was a man of six feet in
stature and weighed aoout 250 pounds; you know all about me.
As we walked down the street together to the gate, everywhere
we were saluted - ’fo-eign devil, foreign devil," -as usual,
with now and then "lalalong" thrown in for an addition. We
went to the camp and went down into the tent of the soldier.
He was in an almost s:upid condition, and when we spoke to
him, he said- "No matter about me,- don’t make any difference
if I die. No matter about me." We assured him he was not
going to die,- we would see that he got over it. First we
administered a good strong dose of ipecac,- then Mr. Whitney
applies the galvanic hat ter y and gave him a good shake up,
then waited a little onger and gave him some more battery.
He began to revive. Then we said to the officer - "Detail
two men to take this nan out doors and walk him back and
forth,— don’t let him sit down, don’t let him stop a minute,
just keep him going." We stayed an hour of so and had the
satisfaction of seeing the man brought out of his lethargy
and in a perfectly safe condition. Then the officers
insisted on sending us back on horse-back. They got out a
cotip 1 e of Chinese horses and appointed soldiers to lead them,
and gave us an escort »— and we who came on foot went back is
state on military chargers. The change in the populace was
noticeable; the "foreign devil" call became the "foreign
great men" and on every side they saluted us as "foreign
great men" -so it was a wholesome experience for them to have
us go to the camp, beside saving the life of the poor fellow.

A couple of days after two soldiers came to our house,
one having a very sore leg and in a nasty condition. I got
some hot water and antiseptics,- and washed that leg clean,
then bandaged it with antiseptic bandage, and told him to
come around in a few days for us to see. The two men were
profuse in their thanl-s, and said— "We will come some time
and join your Church" —which of course was simply courtesy
without intention.

It was while there that Mother had her pleasant
experience with a poor old Chinese woman, who lived not far
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from us, and who had fallen from her bed on to the brick
floor and hurt her back, which gave her pain. They sent up
to the house to see if we had anything for lame backs. We
had Perry Davis Pain Killer in small bottles. Mother took a
bottle and went down to the house, and rubbed the poor old
back until it got relief, but along with the rubbing, she
rubbed out the prejudice agaTnst her as a'forefgh devTl
woman" , and rubbed in a kindly feeTTr^'orTTFrenpar t of the
P°°r Chinese woman, who was relieved of her pain,- and
had _a_ ch a nce_t)_y.,and by, “To “tell her about the Lord Jesus

‘

Chri^-t-. There is wonderful efficacy TfT the ' Chr i st Fan"~woman ’ s
hand and a little Pain-Killer, when applied to the lame back
of a poor heathen woman.

Here in our own nouse, were received the first members
of the Chinese Church in Soochow on profession of their
faith. One of our teachers and his old mother, who was a
Buddhist but who had been living as a vegetarian because she
thought that would help her, was led to see that Jesus Christ
is the only help and they both professed the faith and were
baptized in our house by Mr. Fitch the senior missionary, and
from that beginning has gone all the splendid work that has
come to the city of Snochow, with its schools and hospital
and comfortable residences of the foreign style, and a great
impression made on that great city of more than half a
million people.

I think you will enjoy a few statements concerning our
treatment with the Chinese while we were living in the city
of Soochow. Please remember it is one of the most famous
cities in the Chinese l-mpire. Before the Taiping rebellion
it was a famous city. The Chinese have this proverb
concerni ng i t

.

The halls of heaven are built on high,
Below,- Soochow and Hangchow lie.

This is literally true for they are very far below
heaven in everything. Then there is the further statement:

To be happy i— one should be born in Hangchow
because of its beautiful scenery, married in
Soochow because of its beautiful women, buried
in Canton because of its beautiful coffins.

The city lies on the Grand Canal, about 75 miles from
Shanghai, and is surrounded by an excellent wall and a moat.
We lived inside the Foo or East Gate and at the Ten Stream
Bridge. We rented our house from a family by the name of
Vang. There were seve?n brothers of them, with their wives,
inhabiting what would be called a Chinese mansion, with an
annex attached to it vihich they did not need. They were one
of the strong families of Soochow and were a high type of
Chinese gentlemen, educated after the C.onfucian forms. They
had lived in Shanghai and had met foreigners and therefore
had a little different attitude toward them from the mass of
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the people. When Dr . Fitch and I were hunting through
Soochow for a house* their annex was the only one open to us.
There were many houses to rent, but none of them were willing
to rent to "foreign cevils." We secured the premises for
nine Mexican dollars a month, but in addition to that we
secured some fine friends in the Yang family. When we first
called on them to see about renting the house, they were
engaged in funeral services for their mother. She had been
dead for two years and her body, encoffined, was lying in the
hall in which we were received. They had five Buddhist
priests chanting the Buddhist liturgies for the dead, for
five days, at an expense of $50.00 per day. These services
were followed by five Taoist priests, going through their
ceremonies for five days at the same expense,- for these fine
men were as absolutely in the bonds of superstition as the
most abject coolie on the streets. They believed in the
well-known doctrine of Tung Shui , which has large influence
over all China, and they could not bury their mother except
when the wind and water influences would be favorable to the
repose of her soul and so secure good luck to the family who
survived. This is the reason why she was two years in her
coffin before burial. The burial took place not long after,
but we did not attend it. These gentlemen were exceedingly
courteous always. One day one of them came over to see me,
and said,- in Chinese, of course,- "Mr. Holt, do you have
friends at home whom you call by their first names?" I said
- "Yes." He replies - "That is the sort of friends we want
to be with you. Please consider us your friends. When you
come to visit at our louse, do not go out on the street and
enter through the ceremonial door, but come through the
private entrance from your house to ours. We shall be glad
to have you." They invited Dr. Fitch and me to dinner, and
while the table was being laid in what was called the
library, a conversation arose as to our use of intoxicants.
You have not forgotten that the Chinese use a sort of beer
made from rice and a sort of drink made from the millet.
They drink them in ve*y small portions, hot, during meals.
We told them we were total abstainers, that we never drank
in-toxicants under any circumstances. "But," said one of the
gentlemen, "do not soTte of your people, at dinners, use
wine?" We said,— "Yes, but we are called total abstainers,
and do not touch them. 1 "But," he persisted, "if you were at
a wedding, would you not drink wine?" "No, not even at a
wedding, for we are total abstainers." "Do not your people
Lise wine at weddings?" "Yes, very commonly, but we are
total abstainers, we do not touch it." As the servant came
in to do some work at the table, the senior member of the
family turned to him and said — "Do not put on the wine
cups." And these Chinese gentlemen, out of deference to
their foreign guests abstained from their ordinary very
modest use of liquor during the entire meal.

On another occasion, a mob attacked the premises
occupied by the Southern Presbyterian Mission about a mile
and a half away from us. We were to go over there that day
for a visit, but a messenger came saying that they were in
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the midst of a mob, that our coming there would simply add
to the trouble* that the officials were doing all they could
to control it, and requested us to stay away. Of course* the
word of the mob got c round the city and reached the ears of
our landlords. Immec iately two of them came over to inquire
if we were alarmed. We assured them that we were not. They
said- "If you are alarmed,- on this street lives the most
important man in the city. He is our personal friend and we
will take pleasure in going to see him and ask him to call on
you-hi person . I f his sedan chain—once rests In front of
your house, no one in this city will ever raise a voice of
hand against you." We regarded this as an extreme example
of the courtesy and kind feeling those gentlemen felt toward
us, strangers in their strange land.

Another experience that came to us in Soochow, was on a
New Year’s Day. Several of us decided to visit the city
temple to see something of the worship and we went, taking
Mother and some others along with us in sedan chairs. We
were followed around through the temple and saw that it was
best for us to make a speedy exit, which we did,— leaving the
crowd,— but we ventured on into the northern part of the city
amongst the Dyers. No white people were living and never had
lived in that part of Soochow. We were interested in
climbing to the top of a great pagoda and did so. While we
were up a mob assembled at the foot of the pagoda, and when
we came out and proceeded to depart, they began to throw
stones. One of them tirew a stone breaking the glass in the
sedan chair in which Mother was riding and striking her in
the face. This enraged the men who were carrying the chair.
They set it down in the midst of the mob and tried to catch
the fellow who threw toe stone. In the meantime, three men
laid hold of me and were jabbering fiercely. I said to the
cha i

r —bear er s — "Pick jp the chair and go on; I will pay you
for your glass." And then, as the men who were holding me
let me go, we passed on as quickly as possible, and reached
our home in safety. For a time , things looked very serious.
There was nothing to do but abide the will of the mob, keep
quiet, and go away when the opportunity offered. Today,
Soochow has quite a foreign settlement, and is connected with
Shanghai by railroad, has electric lights, the telephone, and
a post office, and aside from the narrow streets, and wall
and moat, approaches remotely a modern city.

We lived in Soociow until the spring of 1876, a trifle
more than a year and a half. Then Mr. John L. Mateer

,

Superintendent of the Press, was in such a critical physical
condition that it was decided that he should go home for a
vacation. The Mission unanimously requested me to go to
Shanghai and take charge of the Press, and of course, we did
it. We moved there f*om Soochow, taking the few belongings
that we had and were soon established in new quarters on 1R
Peking Road. Before that commodious building was purchased

,

the Press was outside the Little East Gate in the French
Concession and border ?d on the Chinese suburb. It was an
exceedingly noisy and disagreeable place to live in,- but on
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Concession
the city.

among white
Everyth i ng
occupied the

Peking Road, it was in the English
people and in the business part of
there was sanitary ard comfortable, and as we
third floor we were in the most pleasant circumstances we had
ever been in China. Here I took up the duties of
Superintendent of the Press, which employed about a hundred
men. It is the largest mission press in the world, and its
influence has extended over the entire Orient. It was a

former Superintendent of that Press, Mr. Gamble, who
perfected the present form of type case for Chinese type.
It was through the wcrk of that Press that a systematic
arrangement of Chinese type was managed so that a font could
be placed within easy reach of two men, and they, standing
inside the case, could set the type as needed. The Press
also manufactured everything that was needed for its own use.
It made the original cut, from which it made the matrix with
which it cast every type used in the premises. It also
prepared its own type metal, made its own electrotypes and
stereotypes, did its own bookbinding, and of course had its
own presses, all of which, but one, were bought in the United
States. Not only were books printed there for all parts of
China for the use of the m i ss i onar i es , but school books for
all kinds of schools were published there, a magazine for the
Europeans who inhabited China, bearing on missionary topics,
-and during my stay, we issued, and I edited, a temperance
paper , the only one in English in the Empire. While I was
there, we also introduced the first gas engine to take the
place of Chinese workmen in turning the presses. This was a

great step forward as it gave us power that never wearied,
and so enabled us to do very much larger work that never
before

.

I was also, for a long time, the Secretary and Treasurer
of a Temperance Society formed for the benefit of the white
people, for intemperance prevailed. Every large establish-
ment boarded its yourg men and provided free drink in almost
unlimited quantity. There were many young men from Europe
and America who were without homes, as employees in business
establishments, and with plenty of time and good pay and
liquor abundant, there was havoc among them. I heard one
minister of the English Church say that he had buried forty
young men who had lost their lives through the ravages of
drink. This Temperance Society was a great factor in
bettering the conditions in the community. It was headed hy
prominent business men, and its work extended amongst the
sailors who came to the port, as well as men who lived
ashore,— provided a boarding house, amusement rooms, and an
enter ta inment hall ir which, in winter, every two weeks, a

free entertainment was given for the benefit of anyone
willing to come. These entertainments were crowded always.
The head of the movement was Mr. C. P. Blethen, an American
of the strictest sort of temperance principles and a member
of the Baptist Church in the United States. He was one of
the best friends we ever had in China, and he and I worked
together in the utmost harmony in promoting the cause of
temperance in the far East.
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In addition to my ordinary duties as Superintendent of
the Press, which involved all the business care of it, I was
the Treasurer of all the missions of China, except Canton,
kept all the accounts, sent out the money often being obliged
to buy silver bullion and ship it as such into the remote
missionary districts. I was the Purchasing Agent for our
missionaries all over China, preached in Chinese every
Sabbath, edited, part of the time, the magazine, as well as
the weekly temperance paper, and so was able to keep busy.
In the meantime, your Mother was by no means sitting around.
She opened a Girl’s School in which there were nine boys and
one girl* and carried that on faithfully. She superintended
another Girl’s School in another part of Shanghai. She
visited steadily among the Chinese women in their homes, as
she was able, and was the hostess for the steady stream of
missionaries coming aid going from and to home. So far as I

now remember we never had a week alone while we lived in
Shanghai. Then about one-and-a-half years after Will was
born, we were blessed by the coming of Laura, our first
daughter and she was a great treasure, and has always been a
comfort to us. By and by, along came Sunny Ned, with his
light hair and blue eyes, modeled after his Mother. So was
Laura, as concerns her eyes. The three children, you may be
sure, occupied Mother’s attention pretty fully along with her
missionary duties. W? always attended the Mission Meeting,
when we could, annually,— went to Presbytery when possible,
and were interested ih other things that were going on in the
city in behalf of the Chinese. We made a number of friends
among t he Amer i ca ns , and of course, knew nearly every foreign
missionary o f ever y denomination who was Tn CH^Ti na , cfur 1 ng cm

r

life in Shangha i. We continued in the Press until the summer
of 1882, during which 'Cime I had had an annual recurrence of
the trouble that attacked me in Shantung and aggravated by an
attack of Asiatic cholera. In July, I was suffering from a
nervous breakdown, and passed the month with two nights’
sleep a week under the influence of chloral, while I worked
the six days as usual in the Press. Finally the doctor sai d
I must go home, so we came home, bringing our three children
o f - cou r_se , and went first to Owatonna. Ned was a curiosity
to everybody. He had learned to talk Chinese, as Will and
Laura had naturally, as the house and premises were full of
Chinese, but he had not yet learned to speak English. The
first morning in Owat anna at breakfast, at Grandfather Holt’s
- Ned, who was usually hungry, called out to Grandfather in
Chinese - "I want soma oatmeal." Gf course, he did not get
any oatmeal but he go: a laugh. That made him a little hot,
and he then sang out it louder than ever and wondered why no
oatmeal came his way, - but by and by he got it.

A strange effect was produced upon you children by the
constant laughter tha : met you in your talking Chinese. You
used the Chinese language almost entirely in your play with
each other , and of course it attracted attention wherever you
went. After a short /isit in Owatonna, we went on to
Michigan to Mother’s *amily, and there the same scenes were
enacted. It was decided that I should take Will and go
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around the country seme, and leave Mother with Laura and Ned
at Grandmother Pratt’s and I would try and get back for
Christmas. The day 1 left, Laura and Ned were at play,
talking only Chinese. I was gone six weeks, and when I came
back, Ned had abandoned his Chinese, would not say it for
anybody even to show off, because people laughed at him and
he did not like to b€- laughed at, and he was talking English
as fluently as any other child, so readily do children adapt
themselves to the conditions in which they are placed.

That winter , Mother , taking Laura and Ned, accompanied
me to the East, and Mather Pratt went along, while we left
Will at Grandfather Fratt’s, with his Aunt Hattie and Uncle
Byron. I had an engagement under the Board in addressing
Churches in the East for two or three months after the first

January, as by this time, I had apparently entirely
recovered from my breakdown, was sleeping well and was glad
to be at work. We went to Rochester, New York, where Mother
and Grandmother and the two children left me to go to
Webster , New York, which was Mother’s home when we were
married, and I went to New York City. I met Dr. Ell inwood of
the Board, and was a guest in his home, as was also Dr. J. L.
Nevius of Chefoo , who was at home on a vacation also. Dr.
Ell inwood was interested to know whether Dr. Nevius who lived
in Chefoo could converse with Mr. Holt who lived in Shanghai.
I had learned the scuthern type of Mandarin, while Dr.
Nevius spoke the northern type, so we went at it. We had no
difficulty in understanding each other, because the Mandarin
is a type, and if you have mastered some of the detai Is of
the type, there is net much trouble in understanding any form
of Mandarin dialect.

From New York, I started on my tour among the Churches
and during the next three months was busy, meeting Mother by
and by in Rochester » and going with her back to Coloma,
Michigan, where Grandfather and Grandmother Pratt lived. We
spent the summer enjoying the visit with our relatives and
friends, and doing what we could in the interests of Foreign

and in the autumn, retiimed to Shanghai to ou r
task, gl ad of the vacation, and equally glad to get back.

We took up the old routine again, and along in July,
1 , Master Cleve ertered the home as our third son. He was
baptized by Mr . Fitch in the Press Building, and so started
into his life as an American man.

During * 8^ , occurred a very interesting thing connected
with the opening of the work in Korea. Dr. H. N. Allen and
wife, both graduates of Oberlin College, had come out to
China, he being a medical missionary, to go to Shantung
province. On the way across the Pacific their room was in
the stern of the ship near the propeller. They had a stormy
passage and the shaking and racing of the propeller so
disturbed Mrs. Allen that when they reached Japan, she was
unable to proceed further . They stayed in Japan until she
recovered sufficiently to come to China and they came to
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Shanghai to us. But Mr s. Allen was in very poor health.
Consultation with the physician, Dr. Robert Little, convinced
the Allens that it would be folly for them to try to go up
North that winter. Sd they went to Nanking temporarily, and
Allen began the study Df Mandarin,, which he would have to

use if he ever went ND"th. Mrs. Allen did not improve. We

had no hospitals of our own in that part of China and were
doing no medical work so there seemed nothing for Dr . Allen
to do and he was at a loss. As the summer came on he came
back to Shanghai to ojr home, as it was impossible for them
to live in the Chinese buildings in Nanking, and remained
with us well into the summer. While there, Mrs. Allen bore
her first son, in our home, and Mother took care of her . In

the meantime, Dr. Allen was wondering what he could do. He
called often on Dr. Little, with whom he made friends, and
one day Dr. Little read him a letter from a friend in Korea,
who spoke about the conditions there,— the fact that there

was no doctor of any kind, the diseases that were prevailing
amongst the white pecple,— and expressed the desire that a

physician should come. A1 len came back to our house,
believing that he hac found something to do. So we talked it

over carefully and decided that he should go up to Korea and

see what he could lesm, and perhaps we would be able to

establish a mission in that country, in which at that time
there was no mission of any sort. Dr. Allen went to Korea,
leaving Mrs. Allen ard the baby with us. He went to Seoul,
called on our Minister P lenipo tent i ary and was immediately
made physician to the Legation. As a missionary, his
presence would not be? tolerated in Korea, but holding the
official position of physician to the Legation, he was
perfectly safe. In the meantime, the Providence of God was
Leading on toward the furtherance of our own plans. After an

assault made upon the? nephew of the King of Korea with the
intention of assassinating him, he was very severely wounded
in a number of places. He was taken charge of by the native
doctors who k new no th i ng about anti sep tic treatment and the
poor fellow was literally festering to death. The King of
Korea asked our minister to kindly lend the services of Dr

.

Allen to wait on his nephew. Of course, Dr . Allen jumped at

the chance. He found the nephew in a pitiable state. The
native doctors had poured wax into his sword wounds, and they
•were festering, and the man was likely to die of blood
poisoning. Dr. Allen cleansed the wounds thoroughly and

an t i sep t i c a 1 1 y and proceeded to a rational scientific
treatment of the nephew, and he recovered his life. After
this, nothing was too good for Dr . Allen. He was made
physician to the King, he was welcomed at Court with Mrs.

Allen, a hospital wars built for him, and to him belongs the

honor of establishing the mission work of the Presbyterian
Church, in what was *so long known as the hermit nation.
Later in the year, D". Horace G. Underwood, who has so lately
died in this country » was sent out as the first ordained
Missionary to Korea and from that time has proceeded a

marvelous history in mission work in this stricken world. A

few years ago, I was giving a Home Mission address in
Williamsburg, Pa. AC the close of my address, a six-foot,
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sandy—ha i red * blue—eyed young man came up to the pulpit*
reached out his hand* and said* —"Do you know me?" I said*
_ "No sir, I do not." He said*— "Do you remember Horace N.
Allen and his wife* who were in China in ’8A, and went to
Korea?" I said* -"Yes." He said*- "I am Dr. Allen’s son who
was born in your house in Shanghai." Grown up he was* to be
a fine young man,- the first time I had seen him since he
left our home, an infant in arms* to go to Korea.

The summer of ’8H proved to be a very hard summer for
us. My o]d trouble recurred * but it was not very serious and
I recovered from it quickly, but it seemed wise, as Will was
getting £T1 toward time to start school, and there were no
schools , for Mother to take_,_the four children and return to
the United States. Ue received the consent of the Board, and
she with her four children and Mrs. Judson, who was not well,
all sailed for San Francisco, leaving Judson alone in
Hangchow and me in the Press. It was the common lot of
missionaries and we stood it as best we could. I continued
in the Press until the month of December, when for the first
time in the winter season, my old difficulty returned. The
doctor then said,— "You had better go home again. It is
serious business to have this trouble come to you in the
winter time* and I fear to have you stay another summer." So
I got the consent of the Mission, and sailed for the United
States, reaching home in February. Home was then Qwatonna,
Minn, for when Mother came home, she took the children to
Clwatonna and put Will and Laura in school, and intended to
remain there until conditions were ripe for the family to be
reun i ted

.

Almost immediately after my return to the United States
and indeed in answer to my letter reporting my arrival owing
to ill health, the Board jDjT^JLoreign Missions asked i f .we
would be willing to co t o Por t I and , to open mission work
amo ng the Chinese in Oregon and Washington. The Synod of the
Columbia as it was then called had overtured the Board to
take up mission work among the Chinese, in the October
before. As I had been forced to come home twice owing to ill
health, the Board was glad to offer us the work there, and as
it solved all the questions connected with the breaking up of
the family and the ecucation of the children we eagerly
accepted the appointment. The Board allowed us several
months to recover my health, and so we remained in Owatonna
until after the General Assembly in May 1885. I was a
commissioner to the General Assembly from the Presbytery of
Shanghai. It met in Cincinnati, and I attended it as long as
seemed necessary ther left so as to arrive in Portland, if
possible, the first cf June. Accordingly, we left Owatonna,
went up to St. Paul, and took the Northern Pacific Road
across to Portland, Oregon, to begin anew, in a new line of
work and a new enterprise. We were very cordially received
in Portland. The Board sent Rev. Ira McCondit, now deceased,
up from San Franciscc to assist in opening the Mission. He
was a missionary to the Chinese in San Francisco and spoke
the dialect of the Ccrtonese, who are the Chinese of this
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country

.

Our instructions were to visit carefully through
Portland* Astoria* Tacoma* and Seattle* and then to agree on
the location of the Mission. We made these visits together.
We found a Chinese population in Portland of something like
4 , 000 * in Astoria 400 or 500, in Tacoma no Chinese to speak
of and a mission carried on by the Baptists, in Seattle a

somewhat larger Chinese population but a Baptist mission also
in progress. So it was perfectly clear that the place for
our Mission must be PD'tland.

We returned to Portland, and rented a room at 82 1/2
Yamhill Street. We secured material with which Dr. Condit
and I set up a partition across the back end so that I might
have a sort of private office,— built tables and benches for
classes,- visited among the Chinese,— and set the time for
opening the Mission. It began on time. Dr, Condit preaching
a sermon in Chinese of which I understood nothing. We
visited the Baptist Mission and I was asked to offer prayer.
I said - "In what language shall I pray?" "Pray in the
Mandarin language,- I want these Chinese to know and hear a

prayer in a language that they themselves do not understand
although it is Chinese" — and so I offered a prayer in the
Mandarin with which I entirely familiar.

At that time, for the first month or so, we boarded with
a Mrs. Guild, on the corner of Second and Clay Streets and
paid her $127.00 a month for three small rooms and board for
the five of us, and thought it pretty reasonable. But we
must have our own home, so we looked over the town and
finally rented a house on Montgomery Street near Fourth, into
which we moved as soon as the few things we had in Owatonna
came by rail. Very soon we decided that was not the place
for us and we got a very comfortable place on Jefferson
Street near 14th, where there was a yard as there was not on
Montgomery Street. We needed a yard for you children. Then
we settled down to work among the Chinese. We conducted
a night school, every night in the week except Saturday, in
which Mother and I bath taught, and for which we secured
other teachers, having one teacher for each four pupils, ancJ

paying the teachers $6.00 per month.

We also had to settle down to study a new language, for
the Cantonese, which is the prevailing type in the United
States, was unknown to us. So we secured the services of the
Baptist Chinese minister and went to work. Of course, all
the Chinese we knew was a help to us and in a very few months
we were beginning to talk at the Canton dialect. Mother
began to get acquainted with the very few women then in
Portland, and she increased very rapidly he knowledge of the
southern dialect and before long was an exceedingly fluent
speaker, and, as she doesn't know I am saying it, one of the
best speakers in Chirese I have ever known. I kept on and
began to preach after a few months and then tried to extend
the work of the Mission.
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There were scattered Chinese communities throughout the
two states of Oregon and Washington. I visited these
communities - Astoria* Salem, Albany, Eugene, Rosehurg,
Medford, Ashland, Pendleton, Baker City in Oregon,- Walla
Walla, Spokane, Ellensourg, Yakima, Everett, Bellingham, and
Vancouver in Washingtan. I succeeded in establishing work in

most of those places, enlisting the help of Presby ter i ans to

carry on a school, and then I made periodic visits.

The preceding notes bring you down to our settlement in
Portland, and since tiat time you are fairly well acquainted
with what has been done. You know that we established the
Mission and in connection with it had a free dispensary for
some years, a night school, a Sunday School and preaching
service in Chinese, and later about 1007, through Mother’s
influence, the home for neglected Chinese women and girls was
opened. You are entitled to have a few special incidents
connected with your Mother’s work among women as it was of an
exceedingly interesting and peculiar sort, different from
anything we ever knew or experienced in China.

After the home was organized, and the Women’s North
Pacific Board was incorporated, it became necessary that the
Home might do its work properly and successfully and under
the protection of law, to conform to the Oregon laws, which
gave the right to a duly constituted Society to enter the
homes of anybody and remove therefrom neglected children and
place them in care where they would be properly brought up.

This was done through the aid of Judge Gilbert with whose
family we became almost intimate, and later the eager and

interested cooperaticr of Thomas N. Strong, Esq., a

Presbyterian lawyer who never failed us when we needed his
help in court cases.

The first woman who came to us was named Angan. She was
a little woman with a useless husband and she was glad she
got away. At that time we were living way out South 1st

Street where we had built a residence, and as there was no
other place, Mother took her right into our house. Later

,

she was joined by two or three other women and then it was
necessary for the North Pacific Board to rent a building
•expressly for the hone. Miss Ford was put in charge of it

temporarily. Later the building was erected on lAth Street
expressly for the Hone and all the women and girls thereafter
were taken to that place.

In connection wi th the work of the Home, as Mother was
the only woman in Ori?gon who spoke Chinese, a great deal
devolved on her. One* of the most interesting incidents was
that of Ahwon and Ah;ai . They were the daughters of a man
named Wong, who had a sort of wife that was doing
illegitimate business for money, and the little girls were
growing up in that sort of surroundings. Mother had become
acquainted with the woman and the little girls in her visits
among the Chinese, so she knew absolutely the conditions
under which the children were living. One day, with a
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policeman* she went and took the girls and brought them to

the Home. Immediately the whole Wong family stirred itself

up in an interest it had never shown before in behalf of

these two neglected girls. They tried every possible means

to get possession of them again and last of all resorted to a

scheme to have them sent back to China to a grandmother who

was sorrowing over her absent grandchildren and wished to

have them with her. At that time, Judge Shattuck, a splendid

man of absolute rectitude and integrity who would do no

injustice to anybody, white or Chinese, was the Circuit

Judge. The Chinese friends of the girls brought suit in his

Court to have them taken away from the Home and sent back to

China to their Grandmother . One of the friends brought into

the court a Chinese letter from the grandmother apparently,

expressing her anxiety and solicitude for her dear

grandchildren so far away, and her longing to have them come

back to her. This captured the Judge. There was no one to

prove that the letter was a forgery and on the basis of it he

ordered the children returned to China, although both were

born in the United States. The Judge gave them into the

hands of the Wong family, who paid their passage to China on

a sailing vessel called the Colona, trading regularly between

Portland and Hong Kong. They were placed on the boat and

actually sailed away from Portland for China, but Mr. Strong

knew what to do. On behalf of the ladies, he went to Salem,

went before the Supreme Court of the State, a got a writ of

mandamus served on Judge Shattuck to

until the case could be heard in the

ship had sailed. However , it is one
Portland to the sea, and steam-boats
boats even when drawn by a tug. Judge Shattuck gave a paper

to Mother to go to Astoria and see if she could get the

children. She asked Mrs. Holbrook, whom you well remember,

to go with her. The'' went down that very night by steamer,

reached Astoria three or four o'clock in the morning, found

where the sheriff lived, got him up, showed him the writ, and

with him, charted a tug and started for the Colona. They

found it still in American waters* caused the boat to stop,

and the sheriff took the two girls off, and brought them

ashore at Astoria. Mother was entertained by Mrs. (no name

shown) that night anj the next day, and she stayed there

•until the Colona had gone to sea. Then the children were

brought back to Portland. The matter was taken immediately

to the Supreme Court and Judge Thayer , who gave the decision,

said that in no possiole legal way could children born in

this country be deported to a suppositious grandmother in

China, and so they were left in the Home. In the meantime, a

Chinese acquaintance came to Mother and told her that he knew

there was no grandmother in China. He came from the same

town where she had been, but she was dead and gone* and so

the letter from her was a forgery, although it served the

purpose for the time Deing. These girls grew up, largely

under Mother’s care, to womanhood, both made their profession

of faith, both of them married, one of them unfortunately, —

and the elder one, Ahwon, is a credit to herself, her family,

and the Christian Church. Mr. William Ladd said to me one

detain the children
Supreme Court, but the
hundred miles from
run faster than sail—



Page 26

day, referring to that incident, that if the
Home in Portland had never done anything but
was worth every cent it had ever cost.

Chinese Women's
rescue Ahwon, it

Another interesting incident that it is worthwhile to
let you know about is this. One day a Chinese man came to
Mother and told her a Chinese woman was restrained of her
liberty for immoral purposes in one of the buildings down in
the Chinese quarter. Mother immediately went to see Judge
Gilbert, and then she asked Mrs. McCormick a teacher in our
School to accompany her, and Judge Gilbert with the police
and these two women went down to try and find the woman. A
crowd had gathered about the building where she was said to
be confined. One of Dur Chinese pupils came to Mother and
said, in Chinese of course,- "Mrs. Holt, don't you venture
into that building. These men are armed and they will
probably kill if you do." But you never knew your Mother to
be frightened, did you? So she and Mrs. McCormick, Judge
Gilbert and the policemen went upstairs, came to a fastened
door which the police broke down, and in an inner room, in
the hands of a strong Chinese man, who had his hand over the
woman's mouth so that she could not cry out, they found the
poor woman they sought. Of course, she was taken out and
taken to the Home and ^he Chinese never got possession of her
again. Somewhere in the neighborhood of a hundred Chinese
women and girls passed through that Chinese Women's Home
while Mother was in charge of it, and it proved to be an
exceedingly valuable adjunct to our mission work. One result
of it was to break up the trade in women and girls for
immoral purposes, and to give the wholesome fear of the
Christian women in anything they should do to help Chinese
women in a time of need.

I think also, I ought to remind you of the valuable help
of Ahho in all that Mother did. Ahho was stolen from China
ancJ brought to this country for evil purposes. She was
rescued in San Francisco, was converted, afterward moved to
Portland and was marr ed to a member of the Baptist Church
named Dong Fie. They were married at Dr. Lindslay's
residence by Dr . Lind*slay, I assisting. Ahho was one of the
keenest women we eve knew. Of course, she knew every trick

•of the Chinese and sh€? was as cunning as the best of them.
She never was out—wit;ed in anything she attempted to do, and
was an exceedingly valuable helper in the rescue of Chinese
women and girls. She was ready to
no matter at what risi to herself,
own Chinese sisters. Ahho died of
the East Side some years after and
the First Church and attended by a
people of all sorts. She was an earnest, simple-minded
Christian woman, with very little education, with much native
ability, and a consecration to the cause of Christ
she could serve.

go anywhere at any time,
if she could only help her
pneumonia in a hospital on
her funeral was held in
large number of Chinese

in any way

In 1897, the Fore-ign Board decided to abandon its work
on the Coast except in San Francisco, because of the growing



Page 27

needs in China itself. The supply of money was not abundant*
and so they said* we can save money if we will turn over
these missions to the local Church, but there were so many
Chinese in San Francisco, they said they would maintain that.
That meant that the Fortland Mission would be closed.
Immediately upon learning of the intention of the Board,
Mother and I wrote to the Board asking to be sent back to

China. All of you, except Will, were young enough to go back
with us, but Will needed to go to school and we decided that
we would leave him in the United States and return to China
with the rest of you for a few years and then send Laura and
Net! home to school. IN the meantime however, the Synod of
Oregon had lost its Synodical Missionary and had appointed a

committee from the different Presbyteries to find a man for
that task. As we hac been in Portland for thirteen years,

and I had traveled all over the states of Oregon and
Washington in the interest of Foreign Missions, nearly
everybody in Oregon knew me. It had been the good fortune of

both of us to be helpful to a great many Churches while we
were doing Foreign Mission work. Therefore when the
Committee heard that we were purposing to go back to China
and that the Chinese Mission would be left without anybody to

look after it, one dciy the whole Committee came down to my

office, then on Second Street, and offered me the position of
Synodical Missionary for the Synod of Oregon, to couple with
it the work among the Chinese. Of course, Mother and I

simply told the Committee we were in the hands of the Board
of Foreign Missions, that we had offered to go back to China
arid had not yet heard from the Board, "But, "I said, "We will

lay it before the Boerd and see what they say." Accordingly
I wrote to the Board of the offer, and very promptly received
a reply, saying that if we could see the way clear to accept
the position, the Board would be very glad, for it would
ensure the maintenance of the Chinese Mission. Accordingly,
We told the Commi tte<? that I would accept the position of

Synodical Missionary, on condition that I should work under
the Synod’s Committee on Home Missions and be responsible to

it, and I would be ready to take up the work on the first of
August, which would be the beginning of the new year for the
foreign mission work.

Accordingly, we made our arrangements, and on the first
of August, 1898, I entered upon a new field of labor . From
that time on, the whole care of the Chinese Mission passed
into the hands of your Mother, and of course, she did it

well, no one could do it better. All the attention I gave it

was to conduct the communion seasons three or four times a

year, baptize those who came into the Church on profession of

their faith, and do what I could in counsel with your Mother
when I was at home.

Mother maintained the Mission, giving it all the
attention possible without neglecting you children too much,
until 1913, when the Holt Presbyterian Church was organized
and given our name bv the special request of the Chinese.
That Church still continues its usefulness, with a Chinese
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minister in charge, and Mrs. Montgomery to be an advisor and

*3* iper v i sor .

I want to give you a little glimpse of what it meant to

be a Synodical Home Missionary in those days. As you *<n°w >

there were no railroads in Oregon in 1898 going across t e

state east and west. The O.R.8. N. went around the state

going up the Columbia River then through the Blue Mountains

emerging at Huntingdon into the State of Idaho. The Southern

Pacific controlled the whole west side of Oregon so far as

there were any railroads, but our Church paid no attention to

railroads. We went wherever there was a need.

My first trip as Synodical Missionary was into Harney

County. Harney Count/ is about one-half larger than the

State of New Jersey, 125 miles off the railroad and no way to

get to it except by private conveyance or stage. Rev. L. H.

Shields, our pastor at Union, was Chairman of the Home

Mission Committee for East Oregon Presbytery. 1 ”rote

Shields who owned a team, that if he would go with us and

provide the team, I would pay the traveling expenses, and we

would visit Harney Ccunty. He agreed and I arranged

him in Baker City on a Tuesday noon early in August. To give

you a little idea of what such a trip meant in 1898, on the

train with me, leavirg Portland Monday night, were two young

men going to Boston to the Boston Tech. We parted company

Tuesday noon, they tc cross the continent and I to travel a

little ways in the State of Oregon,- and they were in Boston

before I was in Harney. Mr. Shields and I drove to Sumpter

the first day, spent the night there, and looked over the

community. Then we drove over on to the John Day River, and

spent a night at the village of John Day and held a preaching

service. Then we went on to Canyon City, and explored that

and then out into the wilderness and spent a night at a farm

and on Saturday we drove into Harney, a village of maybe

couple hundred people.. We held preaching services on

Saturday night and Sunday in Harney and Sunday afternoon

drove over to Burns, she metropolis of the county, then a

town of about 1,000 people. Along about 1886 or 1887, the

Methodist Church had gone into Harney County and had put up

building in Burns, but when I came along in 1898 the

Methodists had entirely withdrawn from the county and there

was not a Protestant Church of any sort except the 1'ttle

work that we were doing through Home Missions. Rev . J . •

Templeton was then tiere in charge. We we
^
e Ll* inQ

^HirLted
Methodist Church, and of course, it never had been dedicated

and we had no right to dedicate it because we did not own it,

but I found a man who was the agent for the building, and

said if we would pay *500 to pay off a mortgage there was on

it, for which he was the agent, he would give us a deed to

the property and we could have it for the Presbyterian

Church. I went to the bank, borrowed the *500, paid the

mortgage, went up to the Court House and had it dl
^
cl

^
a^d

and the title recorced, and on the next Sunday we dedicated

that Church as a Presbyterian Church, the only Presbyterian

Church within 150 miles. It was a very interesting episode
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and out of it has com? a self-supporting Church to which Rev.
Weston F. Shields, late of Medford, now ministers, and it is
the center for the entire county.

While I was there a man by the name of Thompson came up
to see me and said - "[ hear you have something to do with
furnishing ministers For needy places. I wish you would send
a minister where we live." I said - "What’s your name?"
"Thompson." I said - 'Where do you live?" "Over here about
forty miles." "What Ciurch do you belong to?" "I don’t belong
to any Church." "What do you want a Church for, and a
minister?" He said t lat he had a boy grown up to manhood for
whom there was nothing but the saloon, and a girl grown up to
womanhood, with nothing except the wild Western dance, and
then he said - "I will be glad to pay $50.00 a year toward
the support of the minister if you will send one." We were
never able to do it, but that Harney County is developing
under the work of our Church. The Roman Catholics have
established a Church :here in the same town, and the Baptists
were there for a wh i 1 ? , but my last word from Oregon is that
Mr. Shields is the only Protestant minister in the entire
county. The railroad is building about it now and by and by
it will be easy to get to it. Then, as you know, the
automobiles have supplanted the old four-horse stage, making
the trip very much shorter, although about as expensive as it
was in the "horse days."

In this way, I helped establish our work in Prineville,
in Crook County, a county in which there was no Presbyterian
Church, and no other except in Prineville itself, - and later
we got into Redmond after the railroad went through. Dr.
Milligan and I were the first ministers in Redmond and
selected lots for our Church when there was not a building
but tents on the ground. It has developed into a Home
Mission Center. So I went over the State for twelve happy
years, under the Mission Board,- Mother taking care of the
Chinese work, and you children growing up to manhood and
womanhood. Will went to College at Wooster, came back to
study medicine, and got married; Laura grew up to he full
stature and was married; Cleve went to Princeton University;
Ned took up Civil Engineering; and in 1913, I was elected to
•my present position, which has resulted in Mother and me
living away from all af you, as our home has to be in
Philadelphia, while you are all living on the Pacific Coast.

This, in brief, is just a sketch of our history, which
we hope will prove of some entertainment when you come to
read i t over

.


